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John Steinbeck wrote The Grapes of Wrath during an astonishing burst of
activity between June and October of 1938. Throughout the time he was creating
his greatest work, Steinbeck faithfully kept ajournal revealing his arduous
journey toward its completion.

The journal, like the novel it chronicles, tells atale of dramatic proportions—of
dogged determination and inspiration, yet also of paranoia, self-doubt, and
obstacles. It records in intimate detail the conception and genesis of The Grapes
of Wrath and its huge though controversial success. It is aunique and
penetrating portrait of an emblematic American writer creating an essential
American masterpiece.
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John Steinbeck wrote The Grapes of Wrath during an astonishing burst of activity between June and
October of 1938. Throughout the time he was creating his greatest work, Steinbeck faithfully kept ajournal
revealing his arduous journey toward its completion.

The journal, like the novel it chronicles, tells atale of dramatic proportions—of dogged determination and
inspiration, yet also of paranoia, self-doubt, and obstacles. It records in intimate detail the conception and

genesis of The Grapes of Wrath and its huge though controversial success. It is a unique and penetrating
portrait of an emblematic American writer creating an essential American masterpiece.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

While writing his greatest novel in 1938, Steinbeck kept ajournal that chronicled his torments, self-doubts,
late and false starts, reversals and other struggles to achieve his goal. There are referencesto histypist-wife
Carol Henning, his agent Elizabeth Otis, his publisher Pascal Covici and to the documentary filmmaker Pare
Lorentz, whose style strongly influenced the structure of Steinbeck's novel. Entry #100, 26 October 1938,
ends, "Finished this dayand | hope to God it's good." Another 21 entries deal with the aftermath, to January
1941. The repetitiveness and at times boring nature of the journal may deter general readers, who will,
however, appreciate the extensive introduction, comments, hotes and annotations of DeMott, professor of
English at Ohio University.

Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journa

Y A-- Divided into three parts, each with commentary, deM ott provides preface and acknowledgements as
well as a context-setting introduction for events and people in John Steinbeck's life during the time he wrote
The Grapes of Wrath. Concluding with notes and annotations to the journal entries, this book may be a bit
more than is needed for most student research at the high-school level. It does, however, provide some
fascinating details on the great American writer's life and writing style, and gives insight into Steinbeck's
commitment and dedication to hiswork.

- Jenni Elliott, Episcopal High School, Bellaire, TX

Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

These journal notations, which Steinbeck used as "stretching exercises' to warm up to his daily 2000-word
stints during his five months' labor on Grapes, shed an interesting light on his working habits. His references
to the novel-in-progress take the completed novel pretty much for granted--much as a marathon runner is far
less concerned with the route and the finish line than with what mile-marker heis at, how his condition is,
and whether he will be able to dog out the distance. Few readers of Grapes, with itsirresistible narrative
drive and effortless panoramic prose style, would guess at the dogged, self-doubting day-laborer's mood of
these notes. The accompanying commentary and annotations by the editor are informative, generally
judicious, and relatively thorough.

- Earl Rovit, City Coll., CUNY

Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sharon Garon:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individual s survives, being in the middle of typically the
crowded place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the
ideafor awhileisreading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to
endure than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that



Working Days: The Journals of The Grapes of Wrath book as starter and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Gary Forsyth:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Working Days: The Journals of The Grapes of Wrath book is readable through you
who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyabl e reading experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Working Days:
The Journals of The Grapes of Wrath content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals.
The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such asit. So, do you
nevertheless thinking Working Days: The Journals of The Grapes of Wrath is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Evan Reyes:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyonein thisworld can easily share their
idea. Books can aso inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays aways try to improve
their talent in writing, they aso doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Working
Days: The Journals of The Grapes of Wrath.

Louis Trent:

The reason why? Because this Working Days. The Journals of The Grapes of Wrath is an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you alot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise
and your critical thinking technique. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If | had been you | will goto
the reserve store hurriedly.
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