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From the author of the acclaimed Crooked Heart comes another “smart, funny,
ingenious, revealing tale of London life during the Second World War” (The
Independent)—longlisted for the Orange Prize upon its original publication in
England.

It is 1940. France has fallen, and only a narrow strip of sea lies between Great
Britain and invasion. The war could go either way and everyone must do their
bit. Young copy writer Catrin Cole is drafted into the Ministry of Information to
help “write women” into propaganda films—something that the men aren’t very
good at.

She is quickly seconded to the Ministry’s latest endeavor: a heart-warming tale of
bravery and rescue at Dunkirk. It’s all completely fabricated, of course, but what
does that matter when the nation’s morale is at stake? Since call-up has stripped
the industry of its brightest and best, it is the callow, the jaded and the utterly
unsuitable who must make up the numbers: Ambrose Hilliard, third most popular
British film-star of 1924; Edith Beadmore, Madame Tussauds wardrobe assistant
turned costumier; and Arthur Frith, whose peacetime job as a catering manager
has not really prepared him for his sudden, unexpected elevation to Special
Military Advisor.

Now in a serious world, in a nation under siege, they must all swallow their
mutual distaste, ill-will, and mistrust to unite for the common good, for King and
Country, and—in one case—for better or worse....

“Evans displays a fine eye for detail and for the absurdities involved in
filming. She also brilliantly evokes the disruption and dangers of wartime
London. This funny, heart-warming and beautifully crafted novel is a must-
read.”—Daily Mail (London)
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From the author of the acclaimed Crooked Heart comes another “smart, funny, ingenious, revealing tale of
London life during the Second World War” (The Independent)—longlisted for the Orange Prize upon its
original publication in England.

It is 1940. France has fallen, and only a narrow strip of sea lies between Great Britain and invasion. The war
could go either way and everyone must do their bit. Young copy writer Catrin Cole is drafted into the
Ministry of Information to help “write women” into propaganda films—something that the men aren’t very
good at.

She is quickly seconded to the Ministry’s latest endeavor: a heart-warming tale of bravery and rescue at
Dunkirk. It’s all completely fabricated, of course, but what does that matter when the nation’s morale is at
stake? Since call-up has stripped the industry of its brightest and best, it is the callow, the jaded and the
utterly unsuitable who must make up the numbers: Ambrose Hilliard, third most popular British film-star of
1924; Edith Beadmore, Madame Tussauds wardrobe assistant turned costumier; and Arthur Frith, whose
peacetime job as a catering manager has not really prepared him for his sudden, unexpected elevation to
Special Military Advisor.

Now in a serious world, in a nation under siege, they must all swallow their mutual distaste, ill-will, and
mistrust to unite for the common good, for King and Country, and—in one case—for better or worse....

“Evans displays a fine eye for detail and for the absurdities involved in filming. She also brilliantly
evokes the disruption and dangers of wartime London. This funny, heart-warming and beautifully
crafted novel is a must-read.”—Daily Mail (London)
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Editorial Review

Review
“A wry, semi-sweet tale.” (Washington Post)

“The period details evoking London during the Blitz are masterfully done.” (Library Journal)

’A beautifully written, minutely observed and researched, evocative and very funny tale.” (Guardian,
London)

“This is a comic novel, but far warmer in tone and broader in scope than that label would
suggest....Gloriously observed...Hilliard is a wonderful creation—and Evans’s recreated propaganda scripts
are a total joy. Delicious.” (Times (London))

“I try not to say, ‘If there’s one novel you should read this summer..’ but Crooked Heart tempts me to say
it.” (Scott Simon, NPR, on Crooked Heart)

“Glorious. I loved every line of this book.” (Paula Hawkins, author of The Girl on the Train, on Crooked
Heart)

“In ‘Crooked Heart,’ Lissa Evans’s absorbing and atmospheric comic novel, another quietly heroic orphan
joins the canon….This is a wonderfully old-fashioned Dickensian novel, with satisfying plot twists….Both
darkly funny and deeply touching….It’s a crooked journey, straight to the heart.” (New York Times Book
Review on Crooked Heart)

“Beautifully written, minutely observed and researched, evocative and very funny tale.” (Guardian
(London))

“[Evans] displays a fine eye for detail and for the absurdities involved in filming. She also brilliantly evokes
the disruption and dangers of wartime London. This funny, heart-warming and beautifully crafted novel is a
must-read.” (Daily Mail (London))

From the Back Cover

NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE Starring Gemma Arterton, Sam Claflin, and Bill Nighy

It is 1940. France has fallen, and only a narrow strip of sea lies between Great Britain and invasion. The war
could go either way, and everyone must do their bit. Copywriter Catrin Cole is drafted into the Ministry of
Information to help “write women” into propaganda films—something the men aren’t very good at.

She is quickly seconded to the Ministry’s latest endeavor: a heartwarming tale of plucky sisters who help
rescue British soldiers from the beaches of Dunkirk. It’s all completely fabricated, of course, but what does
that matter when the nation’s morale is at stake? Since call-up has stripped the industry of its brightest and
best, it is the callow, the jaded, and the utterly unsuitable who make up the numbers. In a nation under siege,
they must all swallow their mutual distaste, ill will, and mistrust to unite for the common good, for King and
Country, and—in one case—for better or worse. . . .



About the Author

Lissa Evans, a former radio and television producer, is the author of three previous novels, including Their
Finest Hour and a Half, which was longlisted for the Orange Prize. Crooked Heart was also longlisted for
the Baileys Women's Prize for Fiction (formerly known as the Orange Prize); it is her first novel to be
published in the US. Evans lives in London with her family.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eunice Bourque:

The reserve with title Their Finest Hour And A Half contains a lot of information that you can study it. You
can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization.
You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Jasmine Myers:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Their Finest Hour And A Half that
give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be
said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It
can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Their
Finest Hour And A Half become your own personal starter.

Darlene Johnson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Their Finest Hour And A Half was filled in relation to science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when
they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Randall Briggs:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Their Finest Hour And A Half was colourful and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Their Finest Hour And A Half has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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