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Most people think of New Jersey as a suburban-industrial corridor that runs
between New Y ork and Philadelphia Yet in the low center of the state is a near
wilderness, larger than most national parks, which has been known since the
seventeenth century as the Pine Barrens.

Theterm refers to the predominant treesin the vast forests that cover the area and
to the quality of the soils below, which are too sandy and acid to be good for
farming. On al sides, however, developments of one kind or another have
gradually moved in, so that now the central and integral forest is reduced to about
athousand sguare miles. Although New Jersey has the heaviest population
density of any state, huge segments of the Pine Barrens remain uninhabited. The
few people who dwell in the region, the "Pineys," are little known and often
misunderstood. Here McPhee uses his uncanny skills as ajournalist to explore
the history of the region and describe the people?and their distinctive
folkloreAwho call it home.
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Most people think of New Jersey as a suburban-industria corridor that runs between New Y ork and
Philadelphia. Yet in the low center of the state is a near wilderness, larger than most national parks, which
has been known since the seventeenth century as the Pine Barrens.

Theterm refers to the predominant trees in the vast forests that cover the area and to the quality of the soils
below, which are too sandy and acid to be good for farming. On all sides, however, developments of one
kind or another have gradually moved in, so that now the central and integral forest is reduced to about a
thousand sguare miles. Although New Jersey has the heaviest population density of any state, huge segments
of the Pine Barrens remain uninhabited. The few people who dwell in the region, the "Pineys," are little
known and often misunderstood. Here M cPhee uses his uncanny skills as ajournalist to explore the history
of the region and describe the people?and their distinctive folkloreAwho call it home.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Contrary to popular opinion, the whole of New Jersey is not a continuous Superfund site enlivened solely by
poorly labeled Turnpike exits and skanky diners. In fact, the largest essentially untouched wilderness east of
the Mississippi comprises nearly half the state: the New Jersey Pine Barrens. This more than 1,000-square-
mile region has only afew thousand inhabitants--the Pineys, whose way of life has remained essentially
unchanged since the 17th century. McPhee--one of the finest American essayists of the 20th century--has
written an extraordinarily compelling, informative, and insightful book about the botanical, cultural,
hydrological, and historical peculiarities of this region. He also details the efforts to save it from the creeping
urbanization of nearby Philadelphiaand New Y ork City. Very Highly Recommended.

Review
“An outstanding reading experience.” ?Natural History

“Using hisfine eye, great ear and good heart" (Newsday), McPhee "tells how this geographic anomaly has
come to be, describes its people and their distinctive folklore, and captures something of the dreamlike
quality of thisincredibly quiet land in the midst of the noisy clutter of mechanical civilization.” ?Kansas City
Sar

“It will be along time before another book appears to equal the literary quality and human compassion of
thisone.” ?The New York Times Book Review

About the Author

John M cPhee was born in Princeton, New Jersey, and was educated at Princeton University and Cambridge
University. Hiswriting career began at Time magazine and led to hislong association with The New Yorker,
where he has been a staff writer since 1965. Also in 1965, he published hisfirst book, A Sense of Where You
Are, with Farrar, Straus and Giroux, and in the years since, he has written nearly 30 books, including
Oranges (1967), Coming into the Country (1977), The Control of Nature (1989), The Founding Fish (2002),
Uncommon Carriers (2007), and Sk Parachute (2011). Encounters with the Archdruid (1972) and The
Curve of Binding Energy (1974) were nominated for National Book Awards in the category of science.
McPhee received the Award in Literature from the Academy of Artsand Lettersin 1977. In 1999, he was
awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Annals of the Former World. He livesin Princeton, New Jersey.

Users Review
From reader reviews:

Cameron Trammell:

This The Pine Barrens are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of
this The Pine Barrens can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions



both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Pine Barrens giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So
, let's have it appreciate reading.

Charles Dame:

Precisely why? Because this The Pine Barrens is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of
advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
technique. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If | were being you | will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Kathleen Knight:

The Pine Barrens can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that
will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Pine Barrens yet doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucia considering.

Nicholas Sheen:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
e-book that need more time to be examine. The Pine Barrens can be your answer as it can be read by you
who have those short free time problems.
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