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The "magical power of the spoken word" is atopic that often comesup in a
discussion of biblical blessings and curses. What is the source of social and
linguistic power behind these blessings and curses? Many theol ogians would
agree that God can and does bless, but does God also curse? If so, what does that
mean to the biblical theology of the Old Testament and the Christian church?
Anderson's The Blessing and the Curse applies speech act theory as one way to
understand the performative function of blessings and curses. The concept of
speech acts provides a method of recognizing the potent social power of language
to accomplish certain ends, without drawing a hard line of distinction between
word-magic and religion. Even though the chief concepts and practices of
blessings and curses are deeply rooted in the broad cultural environment of the
ancient Near Eadt, tracing specific trgjectories of Old Testament blessings and
curses as theological themes conveys broad, inescapable implications for the
biblical narrative and the Christian church.
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The "magical power of the spoken word" is atopic that often comes up in adiscussion of biblical blessings
and curses. What is the source of social and linguistic power behind these blessings and curses? Many

theol ogians would agree that God can and does bless, but does God also curse? If so, what does that mean to
the biblical theology of the Old Testament and the Christian church? Anderson’s The Blessing and the Curse
applies speech act theory as one way to understand the performative function of blessings and curses. The
concept of speech acts provides amethod of recognizing the potent social power of language to accomplish
certain ends, without drawing a hard line of distinction between word-magic and religion. Even though the
chief concepts and practices of blessings and curses are deeply rooted in the broad cultural environment of
the ancient Near East, tracing specific trajectories of Old Testament blessings and curses as theological
themes conveys broad, inescapable implications for the biblical narrative and the Christian church.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Jeff Anderson is awise and even-handed guide into the richness of the Old Testament theological traditions.
Using what might seem like contradictory categories of blessing and curse, he leads the reader on a sweeping
tour of Old Testament claims about God's relations with humanity. The book is explicitly Christian without
being sectarian. It represents the fruits of many years of pastoral and scholarly service to the church.”
--Loren Crow, Northwest Christian University

"Within the presently multivalent landscape of Old Testament theology, The Blessing and the Curse creates
dialogue among descriptive and normative interests, conducting them toward fruitful results. The
significance of blessing and curse among the Old Testament's narratives and theological perspectives makes
Anderson's focused study on the subject an important read."

--Nathan Maxwell, Palm Beach Atlantic University --Wipf and Stock Publishers

About the Author

Jeff S. Anderson is Professor of Religion at Wayland Baptist University's Anchorage Campus. Heisthe
author of The Internal Diversification of Second Temple Judaism (2002) and The Old Testament: It's Story
and History (2010).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
William Lee;

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Blessing and the Curse: Tragjectoriesin the
Theology of the Old Testament. Try to make book The Blessing and the Curse: Trajectoriesin the Theology
of the Old Testament as your pal. It meansthat it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Y eah, it isvery fortuned for you. The book makes
you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make
new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Priscilla Jeffer son:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asit is known to us that
book is very important for people. The book The Blessing and the Curse: Trajectoriesin the Theology of the
Old Testament had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book The Blessing and the Curse: Tragectoriesin the
Theology of the Old Testament is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when
you feel bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using
book The Blessing and the Curse: Trajectoriesin the Theology of the Old Testament. Y ou never feel lose out
for everything when you read some books.



Marlin Peterson:

The e-book untitled The Blessing and the Curse: Trajectoriesin the Theology of the Old Testament is the
publication that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did alot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Blessing and the Curse:
Trajectoriesin the Theology of the Old Testament from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy
freetime.

Kenneth Rogers:

This The Blessing and the Curse: Trajectories in the Theology of the Old Testament is great e-book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can
claim no rambling sentencesin it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean
it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having The Blessing and the Curse: Trajectories in the Theology of the Old Testament in your
hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this publication aready do that. So, it is good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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