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In the second half of the tenth century, Byzantium embarked on a series of
spectacular conquests: first in the southeast against the Arabs, then in Bulgaria,
and finally in the Georgian and Armenian lands. By the early eleventh century,
the empire was the most powerful state in the Mediterranean. It was also
expanding economically, demographically, and, in time, intellectually as well.

Y et thisimperial project came to a crashing collapse fifty years later, when
political disunity, fiscal mismanagement, and defeat at the hands of the Seljuksin
the east and the Normans in the west brought an end to Byzantine hegemony. By
1081, not only was its dominance of southern Italy, the Balkans, Caucasus, and
northern Mesopotamia over but Byzantium's very existence was threatened.

How did this dramatic transformation happen? Based on a close examination of
the relevant sources, this history-the first of itskind in over a century-offersa
new reconstruction of the key events and crucia reigns aswell as a different
model for understanding imperial politics and wars, both civil and foreign. In
addition to providing a badly needed narrative of this critical period of Byzantine
history, Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood offers new interpretations of key topics
relevant to the medieval era. The narrative unfoldsin three parts: the first covers
the years 955-1025, a period of imperial conquest and consolidation of authority
under the great emperor Basil "the Bulgar-Slayer.” The second (1025-1059)
examines the dispersal of centralized authority in Constantinople as well as the
emergence of new foreign enemies (Pechenegs, Seljuks, and Normans). The last
section chronicles the spectacular collapse of the empire during the second half
of the eleventh century, concluding with alook at the First Crusade and its
consequences for Byzantine relations with the powers of Western Europe. This
briskly paced and thoroughly investigated narrative vividly bringsto life one of
the most exciting and transformative eras of medieval history.
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In the second half of the tenth century, Byzantium embarked on a series of spectacular conquests: first in the
southeast against the Arabs, then in Bulgaria, and finally in the Georgian and Armenian lands. By the early
eleventh century, the empire was the most powerful state in the Mediterranean. It was also expanding
economically, demographically, and, in time, intellectually aswell. Y et this imperial project cameto a
crashing collapse fifty years later, when political disunity, fiscal mismanagement, and defeat at the hands of
the Seljuksin the east and the Normansin the west brought an end to Byzantine hegemony. By 1081, not
only was its dominance of southern Italy, the Balkans, Caucasus, and northern Mesopotamia over but
Byzantium's very existence was threatened.

How did this dramatic transformation happen? Based on a close examination of the relevant sources, this
history-the first of itskind in over a century-offers a new reconstruction of the key events and crucia reigns
aswell asadifferent model for understanding imperial politics and wars, both civil and foreign. In addition
to providing a badly needed narrative of this critical period of Byzantine history, Streams of Gold, Rivers of
Blood offers new interpretations of key topics relevant to the medieval era. The narrative unfoldsin three
parts: the first covers the years 955-1025, a period of imperial conquest and consolidation of authority under
the great emperor Basil "the Bulgar-Slayer.” The second (1025-1059) examines the dispersal of centralized
authority in Constantinople as well as the emergence of new foreign enemies (Pechenegs, Seljuks, and
Normans). The last section chronicles the spectacular collapse of the empire during the second half of the
eleventh century, concluding with alook at the First Crusade and its consequences for Byzantine relations
with the powers of Western Europe. This briskly paced and thoroughly investigated narrative vividly brings
to life one of the most exciting and transformative eras of medieval history.
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Editorial Review
Review

"A stylish and fast-paced narrative that weaves politics, society, and individual characters together into a
fascinating depiction of alively, dynamic, and culturally diverse civilization at its height. Firmly rooted in
the contemporary sources and with a well-tuned appreciation of current scholarly debates, Kaldellis account
is set to become the standard 'go-to' political narrative of the medieval eastern Roman or Byzantine empirein
its heyday." --John F. Haldon, Princeton University

"A learned and critical reassessment of the standard narrative, which is at the same time an engaging and
lively account of an exciting period in the history of Byzantium." --Paul Magdalino, University of St.
Andrews

"Anthony Kaldellis new history of Byzantium is amajor achievement. By setting aside the pre-conceptions
of much of the secondary literature, and returning to the sources, he is able to reconstruct the dynamics of
imperial power and politics across the crucial years between the imperial expansion of the late tenth century
and the First Crusade. This book will be required reading for students and scholars not only of Byzantium,
but also of the Medieval West." --Peter Sarris, University of Cambridge

"In thislucid and well-researched history, Kaldellis, a classics scholar, examines the rapid expansion and
subsequent contraction of Byzantium in the 10th and 11th centuries. Thiswork serves impressively as both a
general introduction to the political, economic, and military history of the period and a narratively engaging
and clear interpretation of the causes and effects of the empire's rise and fall. The book nicely balances
explication and commentary; Kaldellis includes details that bring his history to life-such as the facial hair
patterns of a Byzantine enemy...The work is thus both educational and enjoyable, almost a canonical model
of how to write history for both lay and professional readers. Thisis awelcome introduction to Byzantine
history, which islittle known in the West relative to earlier Greek or Roman periods and deserves wider
understanding and discussion.” --Publisher's Weekly

About the Author

Anthony Kaldellisis Professor of Greek and Latin at The Ohio State University. Author of The Christian
Parthenon: Classicism and Pilgrimage in Byzantine Athens (CUP 2009) and Hellenism in Byzantium: The
Transformations of Greek Identity and the Reception of the Classical Tradition (CUP, 2007), among
numerous others (including two in progress OUP).



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Clarence Hamm:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood: The Rise and Fall of
Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First Crusade (Onassis Seriesin Hellenic Culture). Y ou can choose the best book
if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant a book Streams of Gold, Rivers
of Blood: The Rise and Fall of Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First Crusade (Onassis Seriesin Hellenic
Culture). Y ou can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open
a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel bored to
go to thelibrary. Let's go through.

John Malcolm:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erawhich can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Streams of Gold, Rivers of

Blood: The Rise and Fall of Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First Crusade (Onassis Seriesin Hellenic Culture) is
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
wish in thisera.

Michelle Oquinn:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Streams of Gold,
Rivers of Blood: The Rise and Fall of Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First Crusade (Onassis Seriesin Hellenic
Culture) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled
Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood: The Rise and Fall of Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First Crusade (Onassis
Seriesin Hellenic Culture)is the main one of severa books which everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their ideain the simple way, consequently all
of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you alots of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Sam Dickson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddiesis thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood: The Rise
and Fall of Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First Crusade (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture), you could enjoy



both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh can happen
its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.
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