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Swedish filmmaker Roy Andersson's celebrated and enigmatic film Songs from
the Second Floor, his first feature film in twenty-five years, won the Special Jury
Prize at the Cannes Film Festival in 2000. The "songs" of the film's title refer to
Andersson's artistic ruminations on the state of mankind from his office on the
second floor of Studio 24 in Stockholm. The film presents a series of forty-six
tableaux?long, deep-focus shots with a still camera, mostly in studio settings,
using older visual tricks such as trompe l'oeil. The tableaux showcase seemingly
trivial tragicomic situations designed to provoke thoughts about existential guilt,
broken relationships, and the failure of social institutions to treat people as
human beings.

Lindqvist draws from interviews with Andersson and his team that provide a
behind-the-scenes look at how the film was made and investigates its
philosophical and artistic influences, providing a nuanced reading of a film that
has both befuddled and entranced its viewers. This first book-length study in
English of Andersson's work considers his aesthetic agenda and the unique
methods that have become hallmarks of his filmmaking, as well as his firm belief
in film's revolutionary function as social critique.
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Swedish filmmaker Roy Andersson's celebrated and enigmatic film Songs from the Second Floor, his first
feature film in twenty-five years, won the Special Jury Prize at the Cannes Film Festival in 2000. The
"songs" of the film's title refer to Andersson's artistic ruminations on the state of mankind from his office on
the second floor of Studio 24 in Stockholm. The film presents a series of forty-six tableaux?long, deep-focus
shots with a still camera, mostly in studio settings, using older visual tricks such as trompe l'oeil. The
tableaux showcase seemingly trivial tragicomic situations designed to provoke thoughts about existential
guilt, broken relationships, and the failure of social institutions to treat people as human beings.

Lindqvist draws from interviews with Andersson and his team that provide a behind-the-scenes look at how
the film was made and investigates its philosophical and artistic influences, providing a nuanced reading of a
film that has both befuddled and entranced its viewers. This first book-length study in English of
Andersson's work considers his aesthetic agenda and the unique methods that have become hallmarks of his
filmmaking, as well as his firm belief in film's revolutionary function as social critique.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Lindqvist's close readings of individual sequences and her explication of Andersson's influences are
invaluable. Anyone who has seen the film and wondered about its admittedly very peculiar aesthetic, its
poetic structure, and its harsh social satire will feel informed and supported by this book."?Linda Haverty
Rugg, author of Self-Projection: The Director's Image in Art Cinema

"Engaging and informative. A particular strength of this book, alongside the insights it provides into the
filmmaker's practice, is its deftness in explaining the Swedish cultural context of various relevant phenomena
to the uninitiated reader."?C. Claire Thomson, author of Thomas Vinterberg's "Festen" (The Celebration)

About the Author
Ursula Lindqvist is assistant professor of Scandinavian studies and film and media studies at Gustavus
Adolphus College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Starnes:

This Roy Andersson's "Songs from the Second Floor": Contemplating the Art of Existence (Nordic Film
Classics) are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Roy
Andersson's "Songs from the Second Floor": Contemplating the Art of Existence (Nordic Film Classics) can
be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy,
you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this Roy Andersson's "Songs from the Second Floor": Contemplating the Art of Existence (Nordic Film
Classics) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Michele Sexton:

This Roy Andersson's "Songs from the Second Floor": Contemplating the Art of Existence (Nordic Film
Classics) is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal
with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great
coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can
have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information
with splendid delivering sentences. Having Roy Andersson's "Songs from the Second Floor": Contemplating
the Art of Existence (Nordic Film Classics) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this
book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in
which?



Janet Baltimore:

This Roy Andersson's "Songs from the Second Floor": Contemplating the Art of Existence (Nordic Film
Classics) is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief
your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this Roy Andersson's "Songs from the Second Floor":
Contemplating the Art of Existence (Nordic Film Classics) can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and
that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just
read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Jami Hannah:

You can obtain this Roy Andersson's "Songs from the Second Floor": Contemplating the Art of Existence
(Nordic Film Classics) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply
written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now,
you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to
get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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