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The Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension Program targets reading
comprehension skillsin high-ability learners by moving students through an
inquiry process from basic understanding to critical analyses of texts, using a
field-tested method devel oped by the Center for Gifted Education at the College
of William and Mary. Students in grades 2 8 will learn to comprehend and
analyze any reading passage after completing the activities in these books.

In the form of three skill ladders connected to individual readingsin poetry,
mythg/fables, and nonfiction, students move from lower order, concrete thinking
skills to higher order, critical thinking skills. Each book, geared to increasing
grade levels, includes high-interest readings, ladders to increase reading skill
development, and easy-to-implement instruction. The ladders include multiple
skills necessary for academic success, covering language arts standards, such as
sequencing, cause and effect, classification, making generalizations, inference,
and recognizing themes and concepts.

Jacob's Ladder, Level 1 isgeared to studentsin grades 2 3, Level 2 isaimed at
learnersin grades 4 5, and Level 3 isbased on skill development standards for
students in grades 6 8. However, each book may be used across grade levelsto
provide increasing levels of difficulty in mastering reading comprehension.

The Jacob's Ladder guides provide teachers with an explanation of the nature
and substance of supplementary tasks in reading comprehension that will help
prepare students for their state assessment tests. At the same time, these tasks
will move them from basic reading comprehension to more critical reading
behaviors. Also included are an overview of the goals and objectives of Jacob's
Ladder tasks and suggestions for implementation, giving every teacher of gifted
readers the tool s needed to create a successful reading classroom.
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The Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension Program targets reading comprehension skillsin high-ability
learners by moving students through an inquiry process from basic understanding to critical analyses of texts,
using afield-tested method developed by the Center for Gifted Education at the College of William and
Mary. Students in grades 2 8 will learn to comprehend and analyze any reading passage after completing the
activitiesin these books.

In the form of three skill ladders connected to individual readings in poetry, myths/fables, and nonfiction,
students move from lower order, concrete thinking skills to higher order, critical thinking skills. Each book,
geared to increasing grade levels, includes high-interest readings, ladders to increase reading skill
development, and easy-to-implement instruction. The ladders include multiple skills necessary for academic
success, covering language arts standards, such as sequencing, cause and effect, classification, making
generalizations, inference, and recognizing themes and concepts.

Jacob's Ladder, Level 1 isgeared to studentsin grades 2 3, Level 2 isaimed at learnersin grades 4 5, and
Level 3isbased on skill development standards for students in grades 6 8. However, each book may be used
across grade levelsto provide increasing levels of difficulty in mastering reading comprehension.

The Jacob's Ladder guides provide teachers with an explanation of the nature and substance of
supplementary tasksin reading comprehension that will help prepare students for their state assessment tests.
At the same time, these tasks will move them from basic reading comprehension to more critical reading
behaviors. Also included are an overview of the goals and objectives of Jacob's Ladder tasks and suggestions
for implementation, giving every teacher of gifted readers the tools needed to create a successful reading
classroom.
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Editorial Review

Review

| find that Jacob's Ladder is easy to use and thoroughly enjoy how it helps light a spark in my children. They
truly do not consider working on Jacob's Ladder to be school work; for them, thisisatreat . . . It engages
higher order thinking and takes the children far beyond the textsthey arereading . . . Thisisthe first
comprehension program that I've seen that | can wholeheartedly recommend. Whileit's targeted at gifted
children, | think that all children will enjoy this program as you can guide the answers as deeply or as
shallowly as you wish. If you have children, who like mine, love to engage in philosophizing, thisis
definitely a program they would enjoy. --Homeschooled Twins blog - June 8, 2010

About the Author

Joyce VanTassel-Baska is Professor Emerita at The College of William and Mary, where she founded the
Center for Gifted Education. Formerly she initiated and directed the Center for Talent Development at
Northwestern University. Joyce has also served as state director of gifted programsin lllinois, aregiona
director, alocal coordinator of gifted programs, and ateacher of gifted high school students. Her major
research interests are in the talent development process and effective curricular interventions with the gifted.

She isthe author of 22 books and has written more than 500 other publications on gifted education. She was
the editor of Gifted and Talented International for several years and received the Distinguished Scholar
Award in 1997 from the National Association for Gifted Children and the Outstanding Faculty Award from
the State Council of Higher Education in Virginiain 1993. She received the Distinguished Alumna
Achievement Award from the University of Toledo in 2003, the President's Award from the World Council
on Gifted and Taented in 2005, and the Collaboration and Diversity Service Award from CEC-TAG in
2007.

Tamra Stambaugh, Ph.D., is aresearch assistant professor of special education and director of Programs for
Taented Y outh at Vanderbilt University. Her current research interests include the impact of accelerated
curriculum on student achievement, teacher effectiveness, and talent development factors-especially for
students of poverty.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Christopher Slowik:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension Program -
Level 2 was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. Itis
extremely advantages for you. The book Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension Program - Level 2 is not
only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can
spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Jacob's Ladder Reading
Comprehension Program - Level 2. Y ou never experience lose out for everything when you read some
books.



Sylvia Cunningham:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension Program - Level 2 book is readable by
you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Jacob's
Ladder Reading Comprehension Program - Level 2 content conveys the thought easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such asit. So, do you
nonethel ess thinking Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension Program - Level 2 is not loveable to be your
top listing reading book?

Scott Fisher:

Exactly why? Because this Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension Program - Level 2 is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret
it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such avesome way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technigue but still convey the meaning totally. So
, itisgood for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you alot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking technique. So, still want to hold up having that book? If | ended up you | will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Syble Mills:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled
update of news. On this modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for a
person. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
story and comic. Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to
spread out your book? Or just looking for the Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension Program - Level 2
when you needed it?
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