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In this pathbreaking book one of America’s most distinguished philosophers
brilliantly explores the status and authority of law and the nature of political
allegiance through close readings of three classic Hollywood Westerns: Howard
Hawks’ Red River and John Ford’s The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance and The
Searchers.

Robert Pippin treats these films as sophisticated mythic accounts of a key
moment in American history: its “second founding,” or the western expansion.
His central question concerns how these films explore classical problems in
political psychology, especially how the virtues of a commercial republic gained
some hold on individuals at a time when the heroic and martial virtues were so
important. Westerns, Pippin shows, raise central questions about the difference
between private violence and revenge and the state’s claim to a legitimate
monopoly on violence, and they show how these claims come to be experienced
and accepted or rejected.

Pippin’s account of the best Hollywood Westerns brings this genre into the center
of the tradition of political thought, and his readings raise questions about
political psychology and the political passions that have been neglected in
contemporary political thought in favor of a limited concern with the question of
legitimacy.
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In this pathbreaking book one of America’s most distinguished philosophers brilliantly explores the status
and authority of law and the nature of political allegiance through close readings of three classic Hollywood
Westerns: Howard Hawks’ Red River and John Ford’s The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance and The
Searchers.

Robert Pippin treats these films as sophisticated mythic accounts of a key moment in American history: its
“second founding,” or the western expansion. His central question concerns how these films explore classical
problems in political psychology, especially how the virtues of a commercial republic gained some hold on
individuals at a time when the heroic and martial virtues were so important. Westerns, Pippin shows, raise
central questions about the difference between private violence and revenge and the state’s claim to a
legitimate monopoly on violence, and they show how these claims come to be experienced and accepted or
rejected.

Pippin’s account of the best Hollywood Westerns brings this genre into the center of the tradition of political
thought, and his readings raise questions about political psychology and the political passions that have been
neglected in contemporary political thought in favor of a limited concern with the question of legitimacy.
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Editorial Review

Review
Pippin''s marvelous book is a more than worthy successor to the classic essays on the Western by Andr Bazin
and Robert Warshow. This volume is remarkable for its clarity and depth of argument.George Wilson,
University of Southern California -- George Wilson

"Pippin''s marvelous book is a more than worthy successor to the classic essays on the Western by Andre
Bazin and Robert Warshow. This volume is remarkable for its clarity and depth of argument."--George
Wilson, University of Southern California--George Wilson

"A trenchant and illuminating study of three great Westerns and a convincing case for their importance both
to political psychology and to our own self-understanding as American citizens."--C. D. C. Reeve,
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

--C. D. C. Reeve

"Robert Pippin''s study of three great Westerns is a fine meditation on the place of heroism in democracy and
the ambiguous relationship between legend and history in the making of heroes. It can stand with the best
recent books on the Western as a genre, but it is driven by a thought all its own: the difficulty of the search
for order, and the elusive ''possibility of an American politics.''"--David Bromwich, Yale University--David
Bromwich

About the Author

Robert B. Pippin is the Evelyn Stefansson Nef Distinguished Service Professor in the John U. Nef
Committee on Social Thought, the Department of Philosophy, and the College at the University of Chicago.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Chan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Hollywood Westerns and American Myth: The Importance of
Howard Hawks and John Ford for Political Philosophy (Castle Lectures Series). Try to face the book
Hollywood Westerns and American Myth: The Importance of Howard Hawks and John Ford for Political
Philosophy (Castle Lectures Series) as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you
experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So
, let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.



Robbie Stamant:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Hollywood Westerns and American Myth:
The Importance of Howard Hawks and John Ford for Political Philosophy (Castle Lectures Series) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Donald Perkins:

The reason why? Because this Hollywood Westerns and American Myth: The Importance of Howard Hawks
and John Ford for Political Philosophy (Castle Lectures Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So
, still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Naomi Harris:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more
time to be read. Hollywood Westerns and American Myth: The Importance of Howard Hawks and John Ford
for Political Philosophy (Castle Lectures Series) can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who
have those short spare time problems.
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