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What impact has Christianity had on the law from its beginnings to the present
day? This introduction explores the main legal teachings of Western Christianity,
set out in the texts and traditions of scripture and theology, philosophy and
jurisprudence. It takes up the weightier matters of the law that Christianity has
profoundly shaped - justice and mercy, rule and equity, discipline and love - as
well as more technical topics of canon law, natural law, and state law. Some of
these legal creations were wholly original to Christianity. Others were converted
from Jewish and classical traditions. Still others were reformed by Renaissance
humanists and Enlightenment philosophers. But whether original or reformed,
these Christian teachings on law, politics and society have made and can
continue to make fundamental contributions to modern law in the West and
beyond.
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What impact has Christianity had on the law from its beginnings to the present day? This introduction
explores the main legal teachings of Western Christianity, set out in the texts and traditions of scripture and
theology, philosophy and jurisprudence. It takes up the weightier matters of the law that Christianity has
profoundly shaped - justice and mercy, rule and equity, discipline and love - as well as more technical topics
of canon law, natural law, and state law. Some of these legal creations were wholly original to Christianity.
Others were converted from Jewish and classical traditions. Still others were reformed by Renaissance
humanists and Enlightenment philosophers. But whether original or reformed, these Christian teachings on
law, politics and society have made and can continue to make fundamental contributions to modern law in
the West and beyond.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This volume provides an authoritative introduction to some of the legal teachings of Western Christian
tradition - as set out in the texts and traditions of Scripture and theology, philosophy and jurisprudence. ...
there will be few readers who do not come away having learned more and having been inspired to think more
deeply on the past and continuing impact of Christianity on the law.' Ecclesiastical Law Journal

"The editors are to be congratul ated in bringing together within a single cover material which is authoritative,
incisive and provocative. | anticipate that this volume will soon find itself on the bookshelves of law school
libraries and theological colleges alike, and it will readily take its place as the first port of call on reading
lists across a broad range of subjects..."' Ecclesiology

About the Author

John Witte, Jr is Jonas Robitscher Professor of Law and Director of the Center for the Study of Law and
Religion at Emory University. His many publications include The Reformation of Rights: Law, Religion and
Human Rightsin Early Modern Calvinism (2007) and Law and Protestantism: The Legal Teachings of the
Lutheran Reformation (2002).

Frank S. Alexander is Professor of Law and Founding Director of the Center for the Study of Law and
Religion at Emory University. He is co-editor with John Witte Jr. of The Teachings of Modern Christianity
on Law, Palitics and Human Nature (2006).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ellen Weliss:

The book Christianity and Law: An Introduction (Cambridge Companions to Religion) make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a
book Christianity and Law: An Introduction (Cambridge Companions to Religion) for being your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about severa or all
subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Christianity and Law: An
Introduction (Cambridge Companions to Religion). Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science reserve
or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Cynthia Johnson:

The reason why? Because this Christianity and Law: An Introduction (Cambridge Companions to Religion)
isan unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distressyou
with the secret thisinside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who el se write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to



regret it. This phenomenal book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book include such as
help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If |
had been you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Samuel Gorman:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Christianity and Law: An Introduction
(Cambridge Companions to Religion) guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt
Christianity and Law: An Introduction (Cambridge Companions to Religion) as good book not only by the
cover but aso by content. Thisis one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you till
needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense aready alerted you
so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Stephen Stovall:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Christianity and Law: An

Introduction (Cambridge Companions to Religion) is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train aswell as soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. And so
there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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