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This book examines the quest for/failure of Utopia across a range of
contemporary American/transnational fictions in relation to terror and
globalization through authors such as Susan Choi, André Dubus, Dalia Sofer, and
John Updike. While recent critical thinkers have reengaged with Utopia, the
possibility of terror ? whether state or non-state, external or homegrown ?
shadows Utopian imaginings. Terror and Utopia are linked in fiction through the
exploration of the commodification of affect, a phenomenon of a globalized
world in which feelings are managed, homogenized across cultures, exaggerated,
or expunged according to a dominant model. Narrative approaches to the terrorist
offer a means to investigate the ways in which fiction can resist commodification
of affect, and maintain a reasoned but imaginative vision of possibilities for
human community. Newman explores topics such as the first American bestseller
with a Muslim protagonist, the links between writer and terrorist, the work of
Iranian-Jewish Americans, and the relation of race and religion to Utopian
thought.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This up-to-the-minute look at some of the most remarkable examples of a classic genre as it keeps
pace with developments in the real world is fascinating and enlightening….Students of literature will
appreciate the author's many references to earlier, important critical perspectives on utopian forms, in
addition to her own insightful evaluations of these very recent works. Like the stories themselves,
Newman is exploring fresh territory. Readers will enjoy her engaging style and the self-contained
chapters and useful bibliography. Summing Up: Highly recommended." --D. C. Greenwood, Albright
College, CHOICE

“This is a focused investigation demonstrating a keen analysis of narrative technique… Newman’s
effort is both timely and considered.” - Kate North, Times Higher Education

"This up-to-the-minute look at some of the most remarkable examples of a classic genre as it keeps
pace with developments in the real world is fascinating and enlightening…Each chapter takes up a
significant new work of fiction, placing it within the literary tradition and showing how it builds on
that tradition in noteworthy ways…Students of literature will appreciate the author's many references
to earlier, important critical perspectives on utopian forms, in addition to her own insightful
evaluations of these very recent works. Like the stories themselves, Newman is exploring fresh
territory. Readers will enjoy her engaging style and the self-contained chapters and useful
bibliography. Summing Up: Highly recommended." -D. C. Greenwood, Albright College, Choice

"A book that provides a thoughtful, erudite and wide-ranging discussion of literary fiction…I will be
returning to this book, using it in my own teaching and research, and encouraging others to do so as
well." --Aliki Varvogli, University of Dundee, Journal of American Studies

"Utopia and Terror in Contemporary American Fiction offers a series of thought-provoking readings
on contemporary fiction, brought together on the basis of their utopian potential." --Paula Martín
Salván, University of Córdoba, ATLANTIS Journal of the Spanish Association of Anglo-American Studies

About the Author

Judie Newman is Professor of American Studies at The University of Nottingham, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Timothy Brown:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new



details. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Utopia and
Terror in Contemporary American Fiction (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American Literature), it
is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a publication.

Elizabeth Easterling:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Utopia and Terror in Contemporary
American Fiction (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American Literature) can give you a lot of
buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Utopia and Terror in Contemporary American Fiction
(Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American Literature).

Frank Quintana:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Utopia and Terror in Contemporary
American Fiction (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American Literature).

Kelly Cruz:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the Utopia and Terror in Contemporary American Fiction (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on
American Literature) when you necessary it?
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