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Most countries around the globe have one or two levels of regional or
intermediate government, yet we have little systematic idea of how much
authority they wield, or how this has changed over time.

This book measures and explains the formal authority of intermediate or regional
government in 42 advanced democracies, including the 27 EU member states. It
tracks regional authority on an annual basis from 1950 to 2006. The measure
reveals wide variation both cross-sectionally and over time. The authors examine
four influences – functional pressures, democratization, European integration,
and identity – to explain regionalization over the past half-century.

This unique and comprehensive volume will be a vital resource for students and
scholars of comparative politics, public administration and public management,
federalism, democratization, nationalism, and multilevel governance.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book represents a major advance in the study of regional government and spatial rescaling. It is
a fascinating study in its own right, but also an invaluable data set for scholars of comparative
government and politics." - Michael Keating, Professor of Politics, University of Aberdeen

"This book is a must for any scholar, student and politician who want to know more about how
governments are structured. It combines cutting-edge methodology with the authors’ deep knowledge
of regions." - Beate Kohler-Koch, Professor at the International Graduate School of the Social Sciences,
Bremen

"The Regional Authority Index will shape debates and analysis in the field of regional governance and
decentralization for years to come. This book is its definitive exposition and offers a unique rich source
for understanding cross-national variation in the role of subnational government." - Edward C. Page,
Sidney and Beatrice Webb Professor of Public Policy, London School of Economics

"This is by far the most thorough attempt to measure the powers of regional governments in a large
sample of countries. Given the growing importance of regional authorities around the world, it is a
timely contribution to the literature, and the careful documentation of coding decisions will make it a
valuable resource to scholars for years to come." - Jonathan Rodden, Associate Professor in Political
Science, Stanford University

"For years, the study of political decentralization has been bedeviled by the paucity of credible, precise
measures of how authority is divided among the various levels within the world's states. In a book sure
to become a vital resource for empirical scholars, Hooghe, Marks, and Schakel provide the most
meticulous measures available of regional powers in the largest countries. A model of transparency
and attention to nuance, the book synthesizes and transcends previous scholarship in this area, and
offers the most compelling portrait to date of the current trend towards regional autonomy." - Daniel
Treisman, Professor of Political Science, University of California, Los Angeles

"The study of decentralized governance, multi-level politics and regional governance is of mounting
importance in a broad swath of the social sciences. To date, researchers have been stuck with very
dissatisfying public finance data from the IMF, horrible indicators from the Polity data set and sundry
other sources of dubious value. This book fills a gaping hole in that literature." - Erik Wibbels, Duke
University
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Thompson:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Rise of Regional Authority: A
Comparative Study of 42 Democracies book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Andrea Quirk:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The Rise of
Regional Authority: A Comparative Study of 42 Democracies, you could tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Robert Wolfe:

The book with title The Rise of Regional Authority: A Comparative Study of 42 Democracies includes a lot
of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring



you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
this anywhere you want.

Randall Wilmes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you also know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The Rise of Regional Authority: A
Comparative Study of 42 Democracies.
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