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The extraordinary tale of Sabbatai Sevi, the 17th century rabbi who believed, and
convinced many others, that he was the Messiah Rabbi Sabbatai Sevi is one of
the most controversial religious figures in all history. In The Lost Messiah,
acclaimed author, John Freely, follows Sevi's trail and the traces of the Jewish
cult that grew up around him-one that still inspires belief today. Brilliantly
evoking the vanished world of the 17th century Jewish diaspora, the narrative
interweaves the work of respected scholars-including the pioneering writings of
Gershom Scholem-with information garnered from Freely's own travels from
Sevi's birthplace in Izmir, on the Aegean coast of Turkey, to the ghettos of
Venice and Rome, the bazaars of Cairo, and the rabbinical schools of Jerusalem
and Safed.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Historian and travel writer Freely retraces the 17th-century rabbi Sabbatai Sevi's steps from his birth in Izmir
(in Turkey) to his exile and death in Dulcigno (in northern Albania) in this plodding and workmanlike
account-part travelogue, part detective story and part religious history.. Sevi traveled through the Ottoman
Empire declaring himself to be the Messiah; he claimed to be born on the Ninth of Ab, the traditional
birthdate of the Messiah, and fervently studied the mystical texts of the Kabbalah. Although he gathered
some followers, most thought he was a madman and a fool. When he began to declare that fast days should
become feast days, that women could read from the Torah and that Jews could pronounce the sacred name of
God (YHWH), the rabbis in Istanbul drove him out of the country. Sevi became the target of even greater
animosity when he converted to Islam. After his conversion he maintained a syncretistic religious lifestyle,
trying to convert his followers to Islam, yet still proclaiming himself the Jewish Messiah. After his death,
many of his followers declared that he had not died but that his presence was hidden, and that he would
appear again at the end of time. Drawing upon the writings of Gershom Scholem and others, Freely offers a
fascinating glimpse into a little-known chapter of Jewish religious history. However, he depends too heavily
on secondary source material, encumbering his own writing with lengthy quotations that fail to illuminate
Sevi's exciting story.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
The idea of a messiah who will come to offer salvation and heal the world remains one of Judaism's most
enduring yearnings. Freely focuses on one who assumed the mantle of Messiah. In the mid-seventeenth
century a messiah appeared, a rabbi named Sabbatai Sevi. As Freely describes him, Sabbatai would be
described in modern terms as manic-depressive. In his own time, his "illuminations" (which alternated with
moods of deep despair) and his knowledge of the Torah and kabbalah allowed Sabbatai to attract followers.
When the respected Nathan of Gaza, serving as Sabbatai's John the Baptist, proclaimed him the Messiah, his
fame grew throughout the Jewish world. Freely, quoting extensively from primary sources, follows
Sabbatai's movements up to his shocking conversion to Islam, which, perhaps even more shockingly, did not
dissolve all of his support. Freely paints a portrait of the Jewish community in the Ottoman Empire that
brings time and place alive. He is less successful in describing Sabbatai the man. Although Freely makes us
understand the circumstances that made the masses long for a messiah, he fails to show how Sabbatai, a not
particularly appealing figure, could have successively assumed that role. Still, this volume gathers the
threads of many sources into one fabric, providing a valuable interweaving of history and biography. Ilene
Cooper
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
'Everything I believe in has come from the Kabbalah' - Roseanne Barr

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vanesa Thomas:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway,

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Lost Messiah book is readable through you who hate
the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected
with The Lost Messiah content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking The Lost
Messiah is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

James Lightle:

This The Lost Messiah are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
reason why of this The Lost Messiah can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Lost Messiah forcing you to have an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Nicole Reagan:

The Lost Messiah can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to
get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Lost Messiah however doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Cynthia Olson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Lost Messiah when you desired it?
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