
The Lost Constellations: A History of
Obsolete, Extinct, or Forgotten Star Lore
(Springer Praxis Books)

By John C. Barentine

The Lost Constellations: A History of Obsolete, Extinct, or Forgotten Star
Lore (Springer Praxis Books) By John C. Barentine

Casual stargazers are familiar with many classical figures and asterisms
composed of bright stars (e.g., Orion and the Plough), but this book reveals not
just the constellations of today but those of yesteryear. The history of the human
identification of constellations among the stars is explored through the stories of
some influential celestial cartographers whose works determined whether new
inventions survived. The history of how the modern set of 88 constellations was
defined by the professional astronomy community is recounted, explaining how
the constellations described in the book became permanently “extinct.”  Dr.
Barentine addresses why some figures were tried and discarded, and also directs
observers to how those figures can still be picked out on a clear night if one
knows where to look. These lost constellations are described in great detail using
historical references, enabling observers to rediscover them on their own surveys
of the sky. Treatment of the obsolete constellations as extant features of the night
sky adds a new dimension to stargazing that merges history with the accessibility
and immediacy of the night sky.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Casual stargazers are familiar with many classical figures and asterisms composed of bright stars (e.g., Orion
and the Plough), but this book reveals not just the constellations of today but those of yesteryear. The history
of the human identification of constellations among the stars is explored through the stories of some
influential celestial cartographers whose works determined whether new inventions survived. The history of
how the modern set of 88 constellations was defined by the professional astronomy community is recounted,
explaining how the constellations described in the book became permanently “extinct.”  Dr.
Barentine addresses why some figures were tried and discarded, and also directs observers to how those
figures can still be picked out on a clear night if one knows where to look. These lost constellations are
described in great detail using historical references, ennabling observers to rediscover them on their own
surveys of the sky. Treatment of the obsolete constellations as extant features of the night sky adds a new
dimension to stargazing that merges history with the accessibility and immediacy of the night sky.

About the Author
John Barentine is a lifelong amateur astronomer, with formal education and experience in academic
astronomy. He holds undergraduate and master’s degrees in physics and astronomy, and received his Ph.D.
in astronomy from the University of Texas at Austin in 2013. His dissertation work followed the path of
atomic and molecular gas from star formation through the evolution of galaxies. Most of his doctoral
research was published in the Astrophysical Journal, and in previously published articles in other academic
outlets such as the Astronomical Journal and Astronomical Society of the Pacific Conference Series
volumes.

Previously, he was at Apache Point Observatory in New Mexico, where he was a staff scientist working on
the Astrophysical Research Consortium 3.5-meter telescope and as an Observer for the Sloan Digital Sky
Survey. For that work, John was honored in 2007 by the International Astronomical Union, which named the
asteroid (14505) Barentine his honor. Now, he is the Program Manager for the International Dark-Sky
Association. This work brings him into frequent contact with journalists and includes writing press releases.
In 2006, he wrote a press release for an archaeoastronomy poster presented at a meeting of the AAS that
went viral and resulted in worldwide media coverage as the “Barentine petroglyph”. In addition to John’s
professional work, he writes an astronomy blog on Tumblr (strictlyastronomy.tumblr.com) and maintains an
active presence on Twitter.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathy Hunnicutt:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this The Lost Constellations: A History of Obsolete, Extinct, or Forgotten Star



Lore (Springer Praxis Books).

Mary Partee:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Lost Constellations: A
History of Obsolete, Extinct, or Forgotten Star Lore (Springer Praxis Books). All type of book would you see
on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Ruth Brown:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer may be The Lost Constellations: A History of Obsolete, Extinct, or Forgotten Star
Lore (Springer Praxis Books) why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Virgil Santamaria:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the The Lost Constellations: A History of Obsolete, Extinct, or Forgotten Star Lore (Springer Praxis Books)
when you required it?
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