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In many countries, public sector institutions impose heavy burdens on economic
life: heavy and arbitrary taxes retard investment, regulations enrich corrupt
bureaucrats, state firms consume national wealth, and the most talented people
turn to rent-seeking rather than productive activities. As a consequence of such
predatory policies--described in this book as the grabbing hand of the state--
entrepreneurship lingers and economies stagnate.

The authors of this collection of essays describe many of these pathologies of a
grabbing hand government, and examine their consequences for growth. The
essays share a common viewpoint that political control of economic life is central
to the many government failures that we observe. Fortunately, a correct diagnosis
suggests the cures, including the best strategies of fighting corruption,
privatization of state firms, and institutional building in the former socialist
economies. Depoliticization of economic life emerges as the crucial theme of the
appropriate reforms. The book describes the experiences with the grabbing hand
government and its reform in medieval Europe, developing countries, transition
economies, as well as today's United States.
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In many countries, public sector institutions impose heavy burdens on economic life: heavy and arbitrary
taxes retard investment, regulations enrich corrupt bureaucrats, state firms consume national wealth, and the
most talented people turn to rent-seeking rather than productive activities. As a consequence of such
predatory policies--described in this book as the grabbing hand of the state--entrepreneurship lingers and
economies stagnate.

The authors of this collection of essays describe many of these pathologies of a grabbing hand government,
and examine their consequences for growth. The essays share a common viewpoint that political control of
economic life is central to the many government failures that we observe. Fortunately, a correct diagnosis
suggests the cures, including the best strategies of fighting corruption, privatization of state firms, and
institutional building in the former socialist economies. Depoliticization of economic life emerges as the
crucial theme of the appropriate reforms. The book describes the experiences with the grabbing hand
government and its reform in medieval Europe, developing countries, transition economies, as well as
today's United States.
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Editorial Review

Review
[The Grabbing Hand's] range of materials is impressive: the chapters deal with the growth of European cities
before the industrial revolution, corruption in post-Soviet Russia, privatisation in Eastern Europe, local
government in the United States, and more. The authors keep technical apparatus to a minimum. By any
standard, let alone the debased standard of most modern economics, the essays are lucid and literate. (The
Economist)

About the Author
Andrei Shleifer is Professor of Economics at Harvard University.

Robert Vishny is Professor in the Graduate School of Business at the University of Chicago.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julia Jenkins:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that
need more time to be study. The Grabbing Hand: Government Pathologies and Their Cures can be your
answer as it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Valerie Smith:

You can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The Grabbing Hand: Government
Pathologies and Their Cures is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you
did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better
to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.

Rebecca Muldoon:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and The Grabbing Hand: Government
Pathologies and Their Cures or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes The Grabbing Hand: Government Pathologies and Their Cures



to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Veronica Turner:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the The Grabbing Hand: Government Pathologies and Their Cures when you essential it?
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