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When his family is deported to concentration camps in 1942, 20-year-old
draftsman Cioma Schönhaus goes underground. Recruited to a network dedicated
to rescuing Jews from the gas chambers, Schönhaus discovers a life-saving talent
for falsifying identity cards. While working on his forgeries, he changes address
every night, relying on girlfriends and the friendship of anti-Nazi Germans to
keep him one step ahead of the Gestapo. But when his face finally appears on
Gestapo wanted posters all over the city, he decides the time has come to attempt
a breathtaking escape from Berlin to Switzerland—by bicycle.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This memoir of a Jewish man's experience in wartime Berlin is less a tale of suffering than of courage. By
1942, Schönhaus's family had been deported; the 20-year-old was spared because he worked in an arms
factory. In that year, he began using his graphics background to forge IDs for Jews in hiding, and eventually
went underground himself. His efforts, aided by anti-Nazi Germans, saved the lives of hundreds of Jews. He
maintains a determined tone about the war—At last, I didn't have to just look on helplessly at what they were
doing to us, he writes about being asked to forge documents—but Schönhaus's account has all the elements
of a thriller. (In fact, Schönhaus's story is being made into a film.) Despite the doom around him, he lives
boldly, enjoying sailing escapades and sexual encounters with women, seemingly defying the Nazi
authorities to find him until he flees over the border into Switzerland. While adding to our knowledge about
wartime Berlin, this work also tells us something about how the human spirit can thrive amid destruction and
tragedy. (Feb. 1)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Schonhaus was born in Berlin in 1922, the only child of immigrant Russian Jews who had moved there after
World War I. In 1942 his family was deported to Majdanek and Theresienstadt concentration camps.
Schonhaus was not taken because of his job in the arms industry, where he was able to sabotage machine-
gun barrels. He eventually was forced to go underground, and he used his training as a graphic artist to forge
ID papers for Jews in hiding. He was able to get some support from anti-Nazi Germans. When the Gestapo
tried to capture him, the author escaped by bicycle to Switzerland, where he still lives. (The book is being
made into a film.) The Forger, with illustrations by Schonhaus, was first published in Germany in 2004
and is a compelling story of a courageous man. --George Cohen

Review
* 'This is so remarkable a story of survival - with its almost apologetic air of fairy tale - that the sceptical
might wonder at its authenticity... The writing says otherwise: it has the understated, random improbability
of truth' Guardian 'Now in his eighties, Schonhaus recalls his adventures with gusto... honest and
thoughtful... a real page-turner' BBC History Magazine

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandra Snyder:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is
you don't know which you should start with. This The Forger: An Extraordinary Story of Survival in
Wartime Berlin is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Kurtis Henry:

The reserve untitled The Forger: An Extraordinary Story of Survival in Wartime Berlin is the publication
that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you.
The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You
also can get the e-book of The Forger: An Extraordinary Story of Survival in Wartime Berlin from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Eric Freeman:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just spending your
time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in the top listing
in your reading list is actually The Forger: An Extraordinary Story of Survival in Wartime Berlin. This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward
and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Dewey Rascon:

You can get this The Forger: An Extraordinary Story of Survival in Wartime Berlin by browse the bookstore
or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
right ways for you.
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