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An immediate perennial, documenting the critical rise of the graphic novel.

Conventional wisdom states that cartooning and graphic novels exist in agolden
age of creativity, popularity, and critical acceptance. But why? Today, the signal
is stronger than ever, but so is the noise. New York Times, Vanity Fair, and
Bookforum critic Ben Schwartz assembl es the greatest lineup of comics critics
the world has yet seen to testify on behalf of thisincreasingly vital medium. The
Best American Comics Writing is the first attempt to collate the best criticism to
date of the graphic novel boom in away that contextualizes and codifies one of
the most important literary movements of the last 60 years.

This collection begins in 2000, the game changing year that Pantheon released
the graphic novels Jimmy Corrigan and David Boring. Originally serialized as
“aternative’ comics, they went on to confirm the critical and commercial
viability of graphic literature. Viaits various authors, this collection functions as
avaluablereaders guide for fans, academics, and librarians, tracing the current
comics renai ssance from its beginnings and creative growth to the cutting edge of
today’ s artists. This volume includes Daniel Clowes (Ghost World) in
conversation with novelist Jonathan Lethem (Fortress of Solitude), Chris Ware,
Jonathan Franzen (The Corrections), John Hodgman (The Daily Show, The Areas
of My Expertise, The New Y ork Times Book Review), David Hajdu (The 10-
Cent Plague), Douglas Wolk (Publishers Weekly, author of the Eisner award-
winning Reading Comics), Frank Miller (Sn City and The Spirit film director) in
conversation with Will Eisner (The Spirit’s creator), Gerard Jones' (Men of
Tomorrow), Brian Doherty (author Radicals of Capitalism, Thisis Burning Man)
and critics Ken Parille (Comic Art), Jeet Heer (The National Post), R.C. Harvey
(biographer of Milton Caniff), and Donald Phelps (author of the landmark book
of comics criticism, Reading the Funnies). Best American Comics Writing also
features a cover by nationally known satirist Drew Friedman (The New York
Observer, Old Jewish Comedians) in which Friedman asks, “tongue-in-cheek,” if
cartoonists are the new literati, what must their critics look like?
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Editorial Review

Review

“Editor Ben Schwartz did a great job selecting pieces that comprise a vibrant narrative of the industry. From
graphic novels with literary aspirations to comics about capes, the breadth of content in hereisreally
fantastic.” (Erin Polgreen - Attackerman)

“While there’ s a great deal to be learned by reading any such collection, Schwartz' s editorial approach
makes The Best American Comics Criticism far more entertaining than | would have thought a collection of
criticism could be.” (Ken Parille - Blog Flume)

About the Author

Ben Schwartz is an essayist and screenwriter who has written for The New Y ork Times, Bookforum, LA
Weekly, and TV shows too embarrassing to mention. He is working on The Lost Laugh, a history of
American humor set between the world wars, for 2011 from Fantagraphics Books.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lori Leavitt:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and natice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for awhile
isreading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Best American
Comics Criticism book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Rosa Goldschmidt:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in thisworld could share their idea.
Publications can aso inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But aso they write about the ability about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their proficiency in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this The Best American
Comics Criticism.

Robert Shelby:

Isit you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just



lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Best American Comics Criticism can
be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

M ar cela Beach:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching fromit. It is known as of
book The Best American Comics Criticism. Y ou can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you
must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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