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The American public has consistently declared itself less concerned with foreign
affairs in the post-Cold War era, even after 9/11, than at any time since World
War II. How can it be, then, that public attentiveness to U.S. foreign policy crises
has increased? This book represents the first systematic attempt to explain this
apparent paradox. Matthew Baum argues that the answer lies in changes to
television's presentation of political information. In so doing he develops a
compelling "byproduct" theory of information consumption. The information
revolution has fundamentally changed the way the mass media, especially
television, covers foreign policy. Traditional news has been repackaged into
numerous entertainment-oriented news programs and talk shows. By
transforming political issues involving scandal or violence (especially attacks
against America) into entertainment, the "soft news" media have actually
captured more viewers who will now follow news about foreign crises, due to its
entertainment value, even if they remain uninterested in foreign policy.

Baum rigorously tests his theory through content analyses of traditional and soft
news media coverage of various post-WWII U.S. foreign crises and statistical
analyses of public opinion surveys. The results hold key implications for the
future of American politics and foreign policy. For instance, watching soft news
reinforces isolationism among many inattentive Americans. Scholars, political
analysts, and even politicians have tended to ignore the soft news media and
politically disengaged citizens. But, as this well-written book cogently
demonstrates, soft news viewers represent a largely untapped reservoir of
unusually persuadable voters.
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The American public has consistently declared itself less concerned with foreign affairs in the post-Cold War
era, even after 9/11, than at any time since World War II. How can it be, then, that public attentiveness to
U.S. foreign policy crises has increased? This book represents the first systematic attempt to explain this
apparent paradox. Matthew Baum argues that the answer lies in changes to television's presentation of
political information. In so doing he develops a compelling "byproduct" theory of information consumption.
The information revolution has fundamentally changed the way the mass media, especially television, covers
foreign policy. Traditional news has been repackaged into numerous entertainment-oriented news programs
and talk shows. By transforming political issues involving scandal or violence (especially attacks against
America) into entertainment, the "soft news" media have actually captured more viewers who will now
follow news about foreign crises, due to its entertainment value, even if they remain uninterested in foreign
policy.

Baum rigorously tests his theory through content analyses of traditional and soft news media coverage of
various post-WWII U.S. foreign crises and statistical analyses of public opinion surveys. The results hold
key implications for the future of American politics and foreign policy. For instance, watching soft news
reinforces isolationism among many inattentive Americans. Scholars, political analysts, and even politicians
have tended to ignore the soft news media and politically disengaged citizens. But, as this well-written book
cogently demonstrates, soft news viewers represent a largely untapped reservoir of unusually persuadable
voters.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Baum marshals an impressive body of research data to support his thesis, and he arranges it in a highly
readable manner."--Choice

"Soft News Goes to War is an important work. Prior to its publication, many researchers had speculated
about the political consequences of soft news, but none had provided the rigorously derived conclusions that
Baum does. . . . [Readers] will find intriguing and provocative insights to reward them."--Paul R. Brewer,
Perspectives on Political Science

"[O]ne of the better political communication books of recent years. . . . [T]his book will open the eyes of
scholars and practitioners alike to the new world of public communication. Soft News Goes to War is a must
read for those interested in the media, public opinion, and foreign policy."--Thomas E. Patterson, Political
Science Quarterly

"Presenting an important and carefully researched analysis, this timely book documents why political
communication research can no longer ignore entertainment programming as an important source of political
information."--Scott L. Althaus, Harvard International Journal of Press/Politics

"Baum's study of 'soft news' is comprehensive. . . . It is rare to see a combination of use-, content-, and
effects-based research in a single work, and the author should be applauded for such efforts."--R. Lance
Holbert, Public Opinion Quarterly

"Baum presents a detailed theoretical model that serves as a foundation for his study of soft news. It is
important that future research in this area use Baum's model as a foundation from which to bring greater
sophistication (relative to greater complexity) in outlining the processes that generate soft news effects."--R.
Lance Holbert, Public Opinion Quarterly

"Baum sets us off on some productive paths for more research in the area. The book is well written, cautious,
and generally impressive. I recommend it highly for all students of contemporary political communication
and public opinion."--Susan Herbst, Political Communication



From the Inside Flap
"This important book fills a void by focusing on political content in soft news, which most political
communication scholars tend to ignore. Its empirically based findings combine content analyses and
audience research, and it contributes to knowledge about the major changes in the media and politics."--
Doris Graber, University of Illinois, Chicago, author of Processing Politics

"Baum's argument that the least politically engaged members of the public are increasingly informed about
foreign policy crises represents an original and interesting contribution to a topic that is of policy as well as
academic interest. Soft News Goes to War looks at the role of the 'soft media' while existing texts do not,
deals with a section of the public that is usually overlooked, presents useful and illuminating hypotheses that
build upon and engage with existing theories, and challenges the conventional wisdom of an unchanging
relationship between the media and the public."--Rhiannon Vickers, University of Sheffield, author of
Manipulating Hegemony

From the Back Cover

"This important book fills a void by focusing on political content in soft news, which most political
communication scholars tend to ignore. Its empirically based findings combine content analyses and
audience research, and it contributes to knowledge about the major changes in the media and politics."--
Doris Graber, University of Illinois, Chicago, author of Processing Politics

"Baum's argument that the least politically engaged members of the public are increasingly informed about
foreign policy crises represents an original and interesting contribution to a topic that is of policy as well as
academic interest. Soft News Goes to War looks at the role of the 'soft media' while existing texts do not,
deals with a section of the public that is usually overlooked, presents useful and illuminating hypotheses that
build upon and engage with existing theories, and challenges the conventional wisdom of an unchanging
relationship between the media and the public."--Rhiannon Vickers, University of Sheffield, author of
Manipulating Hegemony

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Burton:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Soft News Goes to
War: Public Opinion and American Foreign Policy in the New Media Age book as nice and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.



James Jones:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Soft News Goes to War: Public Opinion and American Foreign Policy in
the New Media Age this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this
book acceptable all of you.

Bradley Printz:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book
everywhere? It okay you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Soft
News Goes to War: Public Opinion and American Foreign Policy in the New Media Age which is having the
e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Diana Slama:

You can obtain this Soft News Goes to War: Public Opinion and American Foreign Policy in the New Media
Age by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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