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In Neuroscience and Philosophy three prominent philosophers and a leading
neuroscientist clash over the conceptual presuppositions of cognitive
neuroscience. The book begins with an excerpt from Maxwell Bennett and Peter
Hacker's Philosophical Foundations of Neuroscience (Blackwell, 2003), which
questions the conceptual commitments of cognitive neuroscientists. Their
position is then criticized by Daniel Dennett and John Searle, two philosophers
who have written extensively on the subject, and Bennett and Hacker in turn
respond.

Their impassioned debate encompasses a wide range of central themes: the
nature of consciousness, the bearer and location of psychological attributes, the
intelligibility of so-called brain maps and representations, the notion of qualia,
the coherence of the notion of an intentional stance, and the relationships
between mind, brain, and body. Clearly argued and thoroughly engaging, the
authors present fundamentally different conceptions of philosophical method,
cognitive-neuroscientific explanation, and human nature, and their exchange will
appeal to anyone interested in the relation of mind to brain, of psychology to
neuroscience, of causal to rational explanation, and of consciousness to self-
consciousness.

In his conclusion Daniel Robinson (member of the philosophy faculty at Oxford
University and Distinguished Professor Emeritus at Georgetown University)
explains why this confrontation is so crucial to the understanding of
neuroscientific research. The project of cognitive neuroscience, he asserts,
depends on the incorporation of human nature into the framework of science
itself. In Robinson's estimation, Dennett and Searle fail to support this
undertaking; Bennett and Hacker suggest that the project itself might be based on
a conceptual mistake. Exciting and challenging, Neuroscience and Philosophy is
an exceptional introduction to the philosophical problems raised by cognitive
neuroscience.
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In Neuroscience and Philosophy three prominent philosophers and a leading neuroscientist clash over the
conceptual presuppositions of cognitive neuroscience. The book begins with an excerpt from Maxwell
Bennett and Peter Hacker's Philosophical Foundations of Neuroscience (Blackwell, 2003), which questions
the conceptual commitments of cognitive neuroscientists. Their position is then criticized by Daniel Dennett
and John Searle, two philosophers who have written extensively on the subject, and Bennett and Hacker in
turn respond.

Their impassioned debate encompasses a wide range of central themes: the nature of consciousness, the
bearer and location of psychological attributes, the intelligibility of so-called brain maps and representations,
the notion of qualia, the coherence of the notion of an intentional stance, and the relationships between mind,
brain, and body. Clearly argued and thoroughly engaging, the authors present fundamentally different
conceptions of philosophical method, cognitive-neuroscientific explanation, and human nature, and their
exchange will appeal to anyone interested in the relation of mind to brain, of psychology to neuroscience, of
causal to rational explanation, and of consciousness to self-consciousness.

In his conclusion Daniel Robinson (member of the philosophy faculty at Oxford University and
Distinguished Professor Emeritus at Georgetown University) explains why this confrontation is so crucial to
the understanding of neuroscientific research. The project of cognitive neuroscience, he asserts, depends on
the incorporation of human nature into the framework of science itself. In Robinson's estimation, Dennett
and Searle fail to support this undertaking; Bennett and Hacker suggest that the project itself might be based
on a conceptual mistake. Exciting and challenging, Neuroscience and Philosophy is an exceptional
introduction to the philosophical problems raised by cognitive neuroscience.
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Editorial Review

Review

If you can get two sworn and unrestrained philosophical enemies such as Daniel Dennett and John Searle to
join forces against you, you must at the very least be described as the controversialists of our time.

(Akeel Bilgrami, Johnsonian Professor of Philosophy and director, Heyman Centre for the Humanities,
Columbia University)

Neurophysiology has made astonishing progress in recent decades and has learnt many hitherto unknown
facts about the brain and its functioning. But what do these discoveries tell us about the mind? Peter Hacker
and Maswell Bennett adopt an avowedly Aristotelian stance. Many cognitive scientists, they maintain,
covertly endorse the dualism of Plato and Descartes, merely substituting brain-body dualism for mind-body
dualism. If Daniel Dennett and John Searle are right, philosophical psychology is about to be superannuated
by a scientific breakthrough in the study of the mind. If Bennett and Hacker are right, then much of cognitive
neuroscience is not sound science but muddled philosophy. The resulting four-cornered discussion must rank
as one of the great philosophical debates of our generation.

The points at issue between these four sophisticated and articulate thinkers concern not only
neurophysiology and philosophy of mind but the whole nature of philosophy itself and its relationship to
science. The debates here give the reader an unparalleled chance to reach a personal decision on issues of
fundamental intellectual importance.

(Anthony Kenny, Fellow Emeritus, St. John's College, Oxford University)

A useful introduction.

(Barry Dainton Science)

Readable and accessible.

(James Sage Metapsychology)

A good introduction to this dynamic subfield.

(Library Journal)

[A] rare opportunity to appreciate an encapsulated philosophical debate... Recommended.

(CHOICE)

About the Author



Maxwell Bennett is professor of neuroscience and university chair at the University of Sydney and scientific
director of the Brain and Mind Research Institute. His most recent books are History of the Synapse, The
Idea of Consciousness, and Philosophical Foundations of Neuroscience, which he coauthored with Peter
Hacker.Daniel Dennett is Austin B. Fletcher Professor of Philosophy and director of the Center for Cognitive
Studies at Tufts University. He is the author of numerous books including Freedom Evolves, Breaking the
Spell: Religion as a Natural Phenomenon, and Darwin's Dangerous Idea: Evolution and the Meanings of
Life.Peter Hacker is a fellow of St. John's College, Oxford. The leading authority on the philosophy of
Wittgenstein, his seventeen books include, most recently, Human Nature: The Categorical Framework,
Philosophical Foundations of Neuroscience, which he coauthored with Maxwell Bennett, and Wittgenstein:
Connections and Controversies.John Searle is Slusser Professor of Philosophy at the University of
California, Berkeley. He is the author of sixteen books, including Freedom and Neurobiology: Reflections on
Free Will, Language, and Political Power, Speech Acts: An Essay in the Philosophy of Language, and Mind:
A Brief Introduction. His works have been translated into twenty-one languages, and in 2004 he was awarded
the National Humanities Medal.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Holt:

The ability that you get from Neuroscience and Philosophy: Brain, Mind, and Language could be the more
deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but Neuroscience and Philosophy: Brain, Mind, and Language
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Neuroscience and
Philosophy: Brain, Mind, and Language instantly.

Paul Green:

This book untitled Neuroscience and Philosophy: Brain, Mind, and Language to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it through online.
The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Debra Unger:

The book Neuroscience and Philosophy: Brain, Mind, and Language will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Neuroscience and Philosophy: Brain,
Mind, and Language is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.



Karen Garcia:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Neuroscience and Philosophy: Brain, Mind, and Language your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe
you never get before. The Neuroscience and Philosophy: Brain, Mind, and Language giving you one more
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life with this
era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing
spare time activity?
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