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Thisisthefirst full length account of the life and ideas of Mary Douglas, the
British social anthropologist whose publications span the second half of the
twentieth century.

Richard Fardon covers Douglas family background, and the pervasive influence
of her cathalic faith on her writings before providing an analysis of two of her
most influential works; Purity and Danger (1966) and Natural Symbols (1970).
The final section deals with Douglas more controversial writings in the fields of
economics, consumption, religion and risk analysisin contemporary societies.
Throughout, Fardon highlights the centrality of Douglas role in the history of
anthropology and the discipline's struggle to achieve relevance to contemporary,
western societies.
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Thisisthefirst full length account of the life and ideas of Mary Douglas, the British social anthropologist
whose publications span the second half of the twentieth century.

Richard Fardon covers Douglas family background, and the pervasive influence of her catholic faith on her
writings before providing an analysis of two of her most influential works; Purity and Danger (1966) and
Natural Symbols (1970). The final section deals with Douglas' more controversial writings in the fields of
economics, consumption, religion and risk analysisin contemporary societies. Throughout, Fardon highlights
the centrality of Douglas role in the history of anthropology and the discipline's struggle to achieve
relevance to contemporary, western societies.
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Editorial Review
Review

' Thisisafinebook, analysing the owrk of a wonerful person, the conservativerebel prophesying
rampageously against the more staid orthodoxies of her contemporaries. If it was a subject worth
giving ten years of study to complete, Mary Douglasisfortunate indeed to have been provided with so
sensative an intellectual biographer’

' ...itisanecessity for every undergraduate student of anthropology to read the book, at atimewhen a
clear political position and idiosyncratic ways of thinking are still controversial.' - Cambridge
Anthropology

About the Author
Richard Fardon is Lecturer in Social Anthropology at the School of Oriental and African Studies, University
of London.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jaclyn Warner:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Mary Douglas. An
Intellectual Biography suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in thisera. The
actual book untitled Mary Douglas: An Intellectual Biographyis the main one of several booksin which
everyone read now. This book was inspired alot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their ideain the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a
lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Ann Edwards;

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people lovesto learn a book. When you
go through a book you can get alots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Mary Douglas: An Intellectual Biography offer you a new experience in reading through a
book.



AliceHille:

With this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list is usually Mary Douglas: An Intellectual Biography. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward
and review this guide you can get many advantages.

William Evans:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Mary Douglas: An Intellectual Biography or perhaps
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want
to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are
helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Mary
Douglas: An Intellectual Biography to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.
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