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One of the most important philosophy titles published in the twentieth century,
Joseph Pieper's Leisure, the Basis of Culture is more significant, even more
crucial than it was when it first appeared fifty years ago.

Pieper shows that Greeks understood and valued leisure, as did the medieval
Europeans. He points out that religion can be born only in leisure-a leisure that
allows time for the contemplation of the nature of God. Leisure has been, and
always will be, the first foundation of any culture. He maintains that our
bourgeois world of total labor has vanquished leisure, and issues a startling
warning: Unless we regain the art of silence and insight, the ability for
nonactivity, unless we substitute true leisure for our hectic amusements, we will
destroy our culture-and ourselves. These astonishing essays contradict all our
pragmatic and puritanical conceptions about labor and leisure; Joseph Pieper
demolishes the twentieth-century cult of "work" as he predicts its destructive
consequences.
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One of the most important philosophy titles published in the twentieth century, Joseph Pieper's Leisure, the
Basis of Culture is more significant, even more crucial than it was when it first appeared fifty years ago.

Pieper shows that Greeks understood and valued leisure, as did the medieval Europeans. He points out that
religion can be born only in leisure-a leisure that allows time for the contemplation of the nature of God.
Leisure has been, and always will be, the first foundation of any culture. He maintains that our bourgeois
world of total labor has vanquished leisure, and issues a startling warning: Unless we regain the art of silence
and insight, the ability for nonactivity, unless we substitute true leisure for our hectic amusements, we will
destroy our culture-and ourselves. These astonishing essays contradict all our pragmatic and puritanical
conceptions about labor and leisure; Joseph Pieper demolishes the twentieth-century cult of "work" as he
predicts its destructive consequences.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: German

Review
"Pieper's message for us is plain.... The idolatry of the machine, the worship of mindless know-how, the
infantile cult of youth and the common mind-all this points to our peculiar leadership in the drift toward the
slave society.... Pieper's profound insights are impressive and even formidable." -- New York Times Book
Review

"These two short essays by a contemporary German philosopher go a long way towards a lucid explanation
of the present crisis in civilisation.... The first essay... should be read by anyone-and young people in
particular-anxious to come to some conclusions about the nature of society." -- The Spectator, London

"[Pieper] has subjects involved in everyone's life; he has theses that are so counter to prevailing trends as to
be sensational; and he has a style that is memorably clear and direct." -- Chicago Tribune

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Caves:

In other case, little persons like to read book Leisure, The Basis Of Culture. You can choose the best book if
you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book Leisure, The Basis Of Culture.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Elena Sparrow:

This book untitled Leisure, The Basis Of Culture to be one of several books that will best seller in this year,
that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is
no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Robin Almeida:

The book untitled Leisure, The Basis Of Culture is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can



see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also
can get the e-book of Leisure, The Basis Of Culture from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
time.

Helen Christopher:

This Leisure, The Basis Of Culture is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information
mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Leisure, The Basis Of Culture can be the light food
for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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