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If you lived in colonial times
--What kind of clothes would you wear?
--Would you go to school?
--What would happen if you didn't behave?

This book tells you what it was like to live in the New England colonies during
the years 1565 to 1776.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Gives a great deal of information and is nicely appropriate to the capability of the beginning reader.... The
illustrations are plentiful, attractive, and often humorous.... The young reader can get a good picture of daily
life in the colonial period." -- Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books, 6/7/64

About the Author

Ann McGovern has been writing children's books for over 35 years. She has published over 45 titles
including STONE SOUP, several books in the IF YOU LIVED.... series, and SCRAM, KID! (Viking, 1974),
which won the Horn Book Award. McGovern spent part of her career at Scholastic, where she created the
See-Saw Book Club. McGovern lives in New York City.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Did children have to worry about table manners? When you sit down to eat with your family, you are
allowed to talk. If you lived in colonial days, you had to keep quiet.

You could not even sit down! You had to stand at the table all through the meal.

When supper was good, you could not say so.

When supper was bad, you could not say so either.

You could not say a word at the table. "Speak not" was a rule to remember.

"Sing not, hum not, wriggle not" was one rule.

Has your mother ever said to you, "Don't take such big bites. Don't make so much noise when you chew?"

There were the same rules in colonial days. All the rules were printed in a book of manners, and you had to
learn them all.

The book of manners said, "Stuff not thy mouth to fill thy cheeks."

"Make not a noise with thy tongue, lips, or breath in the eating or drinking."

It was good manners to eat with your fingers. There were spoons. But there were no forks until later colonial
days. You used the same knife to cut your meat and to work with wood.

In many homes, one big pot was put on the table.

Everyone put his spoon or his fingers into the pot to take out his food.

Your plate was a wooden board called a trencher. You shared your trencher with a sister or brother. You
didn't have your own trencher. That would be too fancy!



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronald Hill:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book If You Lived In Colonial Times. You can choose the
best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book If You Lived In
Colonial Times. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Rene Pina:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for us. The book If You Lived In Colonial Times seemed to be
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The guide If You Lived In Colonial Times is not only giving you more new information
but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship together with the book If You Lived In Colonial Times. You never
really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Rhonda Joiner:

This If You Lived In Colonial Times book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This
particular If You Lived In Colonial Times without we recognize teach the one who reading through it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry If You Lived In Colonial Times can bring
when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the
lovely laptop even mobile phone. This If You Lived In Colonial Times having great arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Kenneth Salinas:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is actually If You Lived In Colonial Times.
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