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In the most ingenious and provocative thriller yet from the acclaimed New York
Times bestselling author Jeffery Deaver, a conscience-plagued mobster turned
government hitman struggles to find his moral compass amid rampant treachery
and betrayal in 1936 Berlin.

Paul Schumann, a German American living in New Y ork City in 1936, isa
mobster hitman known as much for his brilliant tactics as for taking only
"righteous’ assignments. But then Paul gets caught. And the arresting officer
offers him a stark choice: prison or covert government service. Paul is asked to
pose as ajournalist covering the summer Olympics taking placein Berlin. He's to
hunt down and kill Reinhard Ernst -- the ruthless architect of Hitler's clandestine
rearmament. If successful, Paul will be pardoned and given the financial means
to go legit; if he refuses the job, hisfate will be Sing Sing and the electric chair.

Paul travelsto Germany, takes aroom in a boardinghouse near the Tiergarten --
the huge park in central Berlin but also, literaly, the "Garden of Beasts' -- and
begins his hunt. In classic Deaver fashion, the next forty-eight hours are a
feverish cat-and-mouse chase, as Paul stalks Ernst through Berlin while a dogged
Berlin police officer and the entire Third Reich apparatus search frantically for
the American.

Garden of Beastsis packed with fascinating period detail and features a cast of
perfectly realized locals, Olympic athletes and senior Nazi officials -- some real,
some fictional. With hairpin plot twists, the reigning "master of ticking-bomb
suspense” (People) plumbs the nerve-jangling paranoia of prewar Berlin and
steers the story to a breathtaking and wholly unpredictable ending.
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Berlin police officer and the entire Third Reich apparatus search frantically for the American.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Jeffery Deaver's Garden of Beasts introduces anti-hero Paul Schumann, a hotorious rubout man for the New
Y ork Mafiaknown for his cold and professional approach to his job. But thejig is up when heis duped by
high-ranking feds who give him a choice--prison or one more impossible job: nate the man who's
running Hitler's plan for rearming Germany. The hard-nosed German-American lands on the streets of Berlin
where immediately the best-laid plans of the United States Government go awry. Schumman finds himself in
acity living in fear, tracked by Berlin's best homicide detective. Asthe intricate chase wears on, both men
will discover that the greatest evil isthe ascendant Nazi party.

Deaver's novel, equal parts noir thriller and historical extrapolation, is a page-turner that offers atwisting
visceral experience of the tension in Berlin during that fateful summer. He draws sympathetic portraits of
everyday Germans caught between duty to country and their consciences. Into this mix, Deaver drops his
coldly dangerous hitman who brawls with brownshirts, chums with Olympic athletes, collaborates with
criminals, fraternizes with poets, and discovers the hero inside his hardened soul. --Jeremy Pugh

Amazon.com I nterview

When starting a new book by author Jeffery Deaver, expect to have the wool pulled over
your eyes. His plotstwist and turn and juke and jive like no others, never ending as expected and always

including a jaw-dropping plot development. His latest effort, Garden of Beasts, is no exception.
Amazon.com caught up with Deaver to discuss plotting, characters, and the perils of soap opera acting.

From Publishers Weekly

Deaver fans expect the unexpected from this prodigiously talented thriller writer, and the creator of the
Lincoln Rhyme series and other memorable yarns (The Blue Nowhere, etc.) doesn't disappoint with his 19th
novel, thistime offering a deliciously twisty tale set in Nazi Berlin. The book's hero is amob "button man,"
or hit man, Paul Schumann, who's nabbed in the act in New Y ork City but given an aternative to the electric
chair: to go to Berlin undercover as ajournalist writing about the upcoming Olympics, in order to assassinate
Col. Reinhard Ernst, the chief architect of Hitler's militarization, seen as a threat to American interests. A
German spy onboard Paul's transatlantic liner grows suspicious and sends a warning to Germany before Paul
discovers and kills him. Then in Berlin, Paul, en route to meet his contact, kills a second suspicious man who
may be a storm trooper, setting Insp. Willi Kohl of the Berlin police, or Kripo, on histrail. Deaver weaves
the three manhunts—Paul after histarget, Kohl after Paul and the Nazi hierarchy after Paul—with a deft
hand, bringing to frightening life the Berlin of 1936, a city on the brink of madness. Top Nazis, including
Hitler, Himmler and Goring, make colorful cameos, but it's the smart, shaded-gray characterizations of the
principals that anchor the exciting plot. An affecting love affair between Paul and his German landlady goes
in surprising directions, as do the main plot lines, which move outside Berlin as heroes become villains and
vice versa. Thisis prime Deaver, which means prime entertainment.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.



From School Library Journal

Adult/High School - Paul Schumann, professional hit man, is arrested by the U.S. government. He is offered
adeal: he can go to prison or he can take on the job of assassinating the man who controls Hitler's
rearmament. Schumann leaves for Germany. He is hounded by the German police even as he is watched or
chased by every kind of control group, including the Gestapo and Hitler's Y outh. He gets some help from
locals as he focuses on his target, Colonel Ernst. After complicated and unforeseen events, the story leads to
an ending filled with surprises. Filling the tale with historical facts skillfully woven into the fiction, Deaver
deftly places the characters into the chaos of 1936. American slang, German-language trandations, food, and
clothing are among the details used to create the setting. Individual characters clearly serve as examples of
typical people caught up in the confusion and fear felt by the general population as they witness the rise of
Hitler. Fans of action, adventure, or history will enjoy this fast-paced, tightly plotted story. - Pam Johnson,
Fairfax County Public Library, VA

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Darrell Fowler:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a book.
Book has adifferent type. Asyou may know that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Garden of Beasts: A Novel of Berlin 1936 will
make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they
can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

GinaMdton:

The particular book Garden of Beasts: A Nove of Berlin 1936 will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. In case you try to
find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Garden of Beasts: A Novel of Berlin
1936 is much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you
can more readily to read the book.

Cheryl Stedle:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is usually Garden of Beasts: A Novel of Berlin 1936.



James Y ancey:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Garden of Beasts. A Novel of
Berlin 1936 which is getting the e-book version. So, why not try out this book? Let's see.
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