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India is frequently represented as the quintessential land of religion. Johannes
Quack challenges this representation through an examination of the
contemporary Indian rationalist movement, which affirms the values and
attitudes of atheism, humanism, or free-thinking. Quack shows the rationalists'
emphasis on maintaining links to atheism and materialism in ancient India and
outlines their strong ties to the intellectual currents of modern European history.
At the heart of Disenchanting India lies an ethnographic study of the
organization "Andhashraddha Nirmulan Samiti" (Organization for the
Eradication of Superstition), based in the Indian State of Maharashtra. Quack
gives a nuanced account of the rationalists' specific "mode of unbelief,"
describing their efforts to encourage a scientific temper and combat beliefs and
practices they regard as "superstitious". Quack also shows the role played by
rationalism in their day-to-day lives, as well as the organization's controversial
position within Indian society. Disenchanting Indiaprovides crucial insights into
the nature of rationalism in the intellectual life and cultural politics of India.
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India is frequently represented as the quintessential land of religion. Johannes Quack challenges this
representation through an examination of the contemporary Indian rationalist movement, which affirms the
values and attitudes of atheism, humanism, or free-thinking. Quack shows the rationalists' emphasis on
maintaining links to atheism and materialism in ancient India and outlines their strong ties to the intellectual
currents of modern European history. At the heart of Disenchanting India lies an ethnographic study of the
organization "Andhashraddha Nirmulan Samiti" (Organization for the Eradication of Superstition), based in
the Indian State of Maharashtra. Quack gives a nuanced account of the rationalists' specific "mode of
unbelief," describing their efforts to encourage a scientific temper and combat beliefs and practices they
regard as "superstitious". Quack also shows the role played by rationalism in their day-to-day lives, as well
as the organization's controversial position within Indian society. Disenchanting Indiaprovides crucial
insights into the nature of rationalism in the intellectual life and cultural politics of India.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Johannes Quack has ventured into new territory in his close study of the Indian rationalist movement,
particularly its manifestations in early twenty-first century Maharashtra. He has combined ethnographic
analysis, social theory, and a deep knowledge of Indian history with reflections on secularism, religious
belief, rationality, enchantment, and disenchantment. The result is a vivid depiction of India in the throes of
modernity, in which class, gender, nationalism, and ideological and discursive strategies are contesting for
the very future of India. This excellent volume must be examined by anyone interested in modern and
contemporary India because it addresses in a most illuminating way a desperately understudied topic."--
Frederick M. Smith, Professor of Sanskrit and Classical Indian Religions, University of Iowa

"The book is a rich source of information...It provides the reader with food for thought on complex
questions...The narrative is engaging and full of ethnographic detail about personal dilemmas, doctrinal
conicts, and rationalist performances. Disenchanting India is a major contribution to and entry point for the
study of complex and long-standing problems of Indian society."--H-Net Reviews

About the Author
Johannes Quack studied Religious Studies, Philosophy, and Anthropology at the Universities of Bayreuth,
Edinburgh, and Heidelberg. He was a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Cluster of Excellence "Asia & Europe,"
Heidelberg University and is currently research fellow at McGill University, Montreal.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pamela Guarino:

The reason why? Because this Disenchanting India: Organized Rationalism and Criticism of Religion in
India is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the
book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey
the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you
I will go to the publication store hurriedly.



Lidia Flynn:

Beside that Disenchanting India: Organized Rationalism and Criticism of Religion in India in your phone, it
might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Disenchanting India: Organized Rationalism and Criticism of Religion
in India because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you
rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from currently!

India Mead:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Disenchanting India: Organized Rationalism and
Criticism of Religion in India can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you
have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of
a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand,
by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Disenchanting
India: Organized Rationalism and Criticism of Religion in India.

Charles Aranda:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known
as of book Disenchanting India: Organized Rationalism and Criticism of Religion in India. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other
place.
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