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Serial killers come from different backgrounds, attain different levels of
education, and hold various types of jobs. However, many seria killers do have
at least one thing in common: the desire to communicate regarding their crimes.
Killers from Jack the Ripper to the Son of Sam often provide cluesto their
identities, their motives?even their future targets?hrough crime scene notes,
letters to the media, calls to police, messages scrawled on victims, and,
increasingly, email and other technology. Here, Gibson takes alook at ten
notorious seria killers, their crimes, their victims, and their communications to
uncover the hidden clues into the minds of these unusual and dangerous people.

What compels aserial killer to leave a crime scene message or to call the police
to discuss their crimes? What are the purposes of the messages themselves? What
do they say about the individuals? How can investigators use such
communications to track down these elusive killers? How do killers use these
communications to attract new victims? Through a careful examination of
messages from such killers asthe D.C. Snipers, the BTK Killer, the Zodiac
Killer, Jack the Ripper, the Black Dahlia Avenger and others, Gibson reveals
aspects of their communications that give us awindow into the psyches of these
criminals.
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Serial killers come from different backgrounds, attain different levels of education, and hold various types of
jobs. However, many serial killers do have at least one thing in common: the desire to communicate
regarding their crimes. Killers from Jack the Ripper to the Son of Sam often provide clues to their identities,
their motives?even their future targets?through crime scene notes, |etters to the media, callsto police,
messages scrawled on victims, and, increasingly, email and other technology. Here, Gibson takes alook at
ten notorious serial killers, their crimes, their victims, and their communications to uncover the hidden clues
into the minds of these unusua and dangerous people.

What compels a serial killer to leave a crime scene message or to call the police to discuss their crimes?
What are the purposes of the messages themselves? What do they say about the individuals? How can
investigators use such communications to track down these elusive killers? How do killers use these
communications to attract new victims? Through a careful examination of messages from such killers as the
D.C. Snipers, the BTK Killer, the Zodiac Killer, Jack the Ripper, the Black Dahlia Avenger and others,
Gibson reveals aspects of their communications that give us awindow into the psyches of these criminals.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Does the author achieve the 'primary purpose’ of his book - to enhance our understanding of seria killers?
In my view he does, by giving the reader an insight into the mindset of the various, individual serial killers
that are studied in this interesting and informative book."-Internet Law Book Reviews

?Does the author achieve the 'primary purpose’ of his book - to enhance our understanding of serial killers?
In my view he does, by giving the reader an insight into the mindset of the various, individual serial killers
that are studied in this interesting and informative book.?-Internet Law Book Reviews

?Gibson organizes his book one case at atime, describing the criminals, crimes, victims, investigations,
community, reactions, and the role of communication, including rhetoric, journalism, and public relations, in
all aspects of these events. The book is clearly written and efficiently organized so that anyone interested just
in public relations techniques, for example, can find that information quickly. Taken together, his case
studies point to the troubling downside of mass press coverage of these horrific crimes. "Media circuses," he
argues, have hindered investigations, harmed victims families, and created panic....[G]ibson's case studies,
and, in particular, his conclusions and recommendations could inspire alively debate among both journalism
and public relations students about the role of mediain these high-profile crimes and investigations.?-
Journalism History

"Gibson organizes his book one case at atime, describing the criminals, crimes, victims, investigations,
community, reactions, and the role of communication, including rhetoric, journalism, and public relations, in
all aspects of these events. The book is clearly written and efficiently organized so that anyone interested just
in public relations techniques, for example, can find that information quickly. Taken together, his case
studies point to the troubling downside of mass press coverage of these horrific crimes. "Media circuses,” he
argues, have hindered investigations, harmed victims families, and created panic....[ G]ibson's case studies,
and, in particular, his conclusions and recommendations could inspire alively debate among both journalism
and public relations students about the role of mediain these high-profile crimes and investigations.”-
Journalism History

"This book provides audiences with an extensive amount of information.... Gibson's book allows all readers
to understand and appreciate the complexity of thistopic. It is an excellent introduction to the subject."-
Deborah L. Laufersweiler-Dwyer, Associate Professor of Criminal Justice University of Arkansas, Little
Rock

About the Author

DIRK C. GIBSON is Associate Professor of Communication and Journalism at the University of New
Mexico. He has published numerous articles on avariety of topicsin such journals as Public Relations
Quarterly, Public Relations Review, and Southern Communication Journal. He has also published several
book chapters and one book, The Role of Communication in the Practice of Law (1991).



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Walter Chacon:

Why don't make it to become your hahit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Clues from Killers: Serial Murder and Crime Scene Messages. Try to
the actual book Clues from Killers: Serial Murder and Crime Scene Messages as your pal. It means that it
can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
previoudly. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes you alot more confidence because you
can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this
book.

Robert Aviles:

The knowledge that you get from Clues from Killers: Serial Murder and Crime Scene Messages will be the
more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Clues from Killers: Serial Murder and
Crime Scene Messages giving you excitement fegling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this book iswell-
known enough. This particular book also makes your persona vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having that Clues from Killers: Serial Murder and Crime Scene Messages instantly.

Sarah Creamer:

In thistime globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou can
observe that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you is Clues from Killers: Serial Murder and Crime Scene Messages this reserve consist alot of the
information in the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up.
The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. Thisiswhy this book appropriate all of you.

Robert Olsen:

Isit aperson who having spare timein that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Clues from Killers: Serial Murder
and Crime Scene Messages can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are consequently
out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?
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