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In Seven Dirty Words, journalist and cultural critic James Sullivan tells the story
of Alternative Americafrom the 1950s to the present, from the singular vantage
point of George Carlin, the Catholic boy for whom nothing was sacred. A critical
biography, Seven Dirty Words is an insightful (and, of course, hilarious)
examination of Carlin's body of work asit pertained to its cultural times and the
man who created it, from his early days as amore-or-less conventional comedian
to his stunning transformation into the subversive comedic voice of the emerging
counterculture. Sullivan also chronicles Carlin's struggles with censorship and
drugs, as well as the full-blown renaissance he experienced in the 1990s, both
personally and professionally, when he became an elder statesman to a younger
generation of comics who revered him. Seven Dirty Words is nothing less than
the definitive biography of an American master who changed the world, and also
awork of cultural commentary which frames George Carlin's extraordinary

legacy.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

A recipient of the Kennedy Center Mark Twain Prize for American Humor, stand-up comedian Carlin
(1937-2008) wrote three bestselling humor books and looked back over his five-decade career in his recent
memoir, Last Words. Now music journalist and culture critic Sullivan, a contributor to Rolling Stone and the
San Francisco Chronicle, offers an overview, starting with the young Carlin in 1950s New Y ork. The Air
Force sent him off to Louisiana, where he began as a Shreveport radio personality. AsaDJin Fort Worth,
Tex., he polished a comedy act with Jack Burns, and the two left for the West Coast, performing together for
two years before they split in 1962. Going solo, Carlin's taboo topics and subversive attitude took center
stage. In this linear summary of Carlin's career, Sullivan dissects the comedian's classic iconoclastic routines,
probes his working methods and successfully captures his rocketlike ascent to fame from night clubs and the
1960s comedic cauldron of Greenwich Village to television acclaim, controversy, and creative conflicts.
However, those who want to experience afull explosion of the cynical and caustic Carlin blasting off minus
the heat shields should instead seek out the finely tuned and wit-saturated Last Words. (June)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

Clark I'saacs (syndicated columnist), 7/22/10

“Sullivan is an accomplished author who is able to demonstrate how comedy changed when new faces
entered the scene in the early 1950s...0ne of the most outstanding features of this biography is the behind-
the-scenes glimpses of the interrelationship between the comedians who were famous and how they would
help aspiring hopefuls achieve their day in the spotlight... Sullivan has written a lasting tribute to this icon of
American humor which was well researched, annotated, and most of al, entirely believable. Thisbook is
highly recommended for adults who want to have their memories refreshed about comedians of the past and
present.”

Under the Radar, July 2010

“Follows Carlin’s professional growth closely, and dwells meaningfully on the devel opment and long-
rippling effects of his comedy...Gives considerable insight into why comedians will still say, ‘I'll bet Carlin
would have doneit.””

Book Bargainsand Previews

“Thisisreally an outstanding book. It was so interesting to see how Carlin's craft devel oped over the years
and what made him tick. This book really just solidified my opinion that he was the greatest comedic artist of
our time.”

Minneapolis Star Tribune, 8/8/10
AOL’sAsylum, 6/7/10
“An engrossing tale of one of our greatest comedic minds.”

I nternet Review of Books, June 2010
“1 can give no reason not to read 7 Dirty Words. Sullivan’s book is an authoritative and well-researched



chronicle of Carlin’s professional career, with bits and pieces here and there devoted to his upbringing, his
family, and other influences.”

“The Bookworm” column, June 2010

“Sullivan digs deep into American entertainment circa 1950 to 1970, which means that lots of starsfrom a
bygone eraare in here: Flip Wilson, Merv Griffin, Danny Kaye, Ed Sullivan, Steve & Eydie, Lenny Bruce,
and others you might not recognize if you're under 40. Still, there's enough for younger readersin this book
to make it worth a peek. Be aware that Sullivan (James, that is) isn't afraid to liberally use Carlin's infamous
Seven, so if profanity bothers you, passon it. But if you can handle ‘7 Dirty Words,” the word you want is
‘Y-E-S.”

Gene Lavanchy, Fox 25 News Boston, 6/25/10
“Sullivan takes alook at the highs and lows, the up-bringing and occasional downfall of a comedy
genius...It'sabrilliant book, and if you love George Carlin you have to read it.”

Publishers Weekly, 3/29/10

“In thislinear summary of Carlin's career, Sullivan dissects the comedian's classic iconoclastic routines,
probes his working methods and successfully captures his rocketlike ascent to fame from night clubs and the
1960s comedic cauldron of Greenwich Village to television acclaim, controversy, and creative conflicts.”

Kirkus Reviews, 4/15/10

“ Although volumes have been written about his contemporaries—his predecessor and mentor Lenny Bruce
before him and his contemporary Richard Pryor, to name but afew—relatively little analysis has been done
about the late, great George Carlin’s mark on the 20th century. In his new book, journalist James Sullivan
delves deep into the seven-decade history of one of America’ s most daring comics.”

Sacramento Book Review, 5/27/10
“The book is an impressive effort...diligently researched, well-constructed, and showing great affection for
the subject without ignoring Carlin’s demons, missteps, or low times.”

Los Angeles Magazine, June 2010
“This biography probes [George Carlin’g] life and works.”

“A fascinating and funny account of comedian George Carlin's career that explains his enduring
contributions to American culture.”

Washington Times, 8/13/10

Makes a good companion piece to Carlin's posthumously published 2008 autobiography, Last Words: A
Memoir...If you like/love George Carlin, you'll like/love the ride...Mr. Sullivan does a good job of citing the
early influences, from Spike Jones to Bruce by way of Burns and Allen, Sid Caesar and Uncle Miltie...Mr.
Sullivan wisely includes all the funny bits that Carlin loved...[A] very readable book.”

Reference & Research Book News, August 2010
“Sullivan traces [Carlin’s] tumultuous life, comedic evolution and legacy as a counterculture icon, and his
role in battles over censorship that led to alandmark Supreme Court decision on broadcast indecency.”



Tucson Citizen, 8/27/10
“This well-written biography...chronicles Carlin’s life and career, from his earliest days as a struggling
traditional comedian to his later years as the country’s chief counterculture cynic.”

Charleston Post and Courier, 8/22/10

Newark Star-Ledger, 6/6/10

“This portrayal, by former San Francisco Chronicle pop culture writer James Sullivan, ought to satisfy
anyone who has ever laughed at a Carlin routine—and that takesin alot of us. From hisearly daysin
Greenwich Village clubs through his epic legal battles over words you can’t say on television, which he said
anyway, Carlin’s story isinspiring and hilarious. Sullivan correctly nails the reasons for Carlin’s
popularity...His spot-on judgment of Carlin’s achievements isworth the read.”

TheA.V. Club, 6/3/10
“Offer[s] abroad overview of the formative American stand-up comic...Sullivan’s light hand makes 7 Dirty
Words a brisk read.”

Booksut, June 2010
“There were many iterations of Carlin’s public personality, and Sullivan captures both ends of hislifewell in
his cultural treatise.”

Boston Globe, 6/10/10

“James Sullivan has done an outstanding job in his new book 7 Dirty Words positioning the late comedian
George Carlin as a counterculture icon whose loathing of hypocrisy and love of language changed comedy
forever...In his new biography, Sullivan manages to skillfully show us the drama of Carlin’s performing
career and how it blended with the larger cultural landscape.”

La Crosse Tribune, 1/3/2010
“A critical biography, thisis an insightful examination of Carlin’s body of work asit pertained to its cultural
times and the man who created it.”

Library Journal, 3/1/10

“[A] well-written and thorough biography...A celebration of the life of George Carlin and how his comedy
remade stand-up, thisis agreat companion to Carlin’s recently published autobiography, Last Words. Highly
recommended for readersinterested in performing arts, George Carlin, comedy, and celebrity biographies.”

Kirkus Reviews, 3/15/10

“The author meticuloudly chronicles Carlin’s career, which intersected with many formative cultural trends
of the'50s and ' 60s...Sullivan ably captures a sense of the entertainment industry at the time—glamorously
competitive and fiercely insular... The author also dutifully covers Carlin’s personal life... Thisis an apt,
detailed memorial to a groundbreaking performer.”

Booklist, 4/1/10
“Sullivan isn't interested in padding out his book with stand-up material. His focusis on exploring the man
himself, with a sharp critical eye and a good feeling for the sociohistorical context of Carlin’s comedy. An



excellent account of the life and work of an important and greatly missed artist.”

Bookviews, July 2010

“Aninsidelook at Carlin’s unique views as well as his persona battles with addiction, his scrapes with the
law, and comedic routines that pulled back the curtain of political correctnessto make audiences confront
life as he saw it.”

New York Times, 7/9/10

“It fillsin and complicates our mental image of Carlin...This book gets the story told...Sullivan
convincingly makes the case that for 50 years Carlin ‘may well have produced more laughs than any other
human being.’”

Boston Phoenix, 7/2/10
“Sullivan has exhaustively documented the rise of both blue jeans and James Brown, but perhaps his latest
book, Seven Dirty Words, has the most to say about the evolution of American society.”

Salon.com, 7/16/10

Creative Loafing Charlotte, 7/20/10

“Last year, akind of posthumous autobiography, Last Words, was published...Now, journalist and cultural
critic James Sullivan has published a more detailed look at Carlin's life, which helpsfill in some of the gaps
in the comedy legend's own version. Sullivan does a good job of presenting alinear rundown of the various
incarnations Carlin went through in his 71 years...He's smart enough to let Carlin's story tell itself—and to
put it in the context of how one man's inner growth matched the changes many people in Americawere
going through at the sametime...Sullivan's approach is that of the straightforward journalist. He doesn't pad
the book with Carlin's comedy material, but instead focuses on how the man changed over the years, and
how hisinfluence grew...The author has a sharp critical eye.”

Blogcritics.org, 7/28/10

“Sullivan exploresthe life and times (crimes) of one of the most popular and controversial stand-up
comediansin history...While some aspects of Carlin’s material were controversial, Sullivan makes him
likable... This biography isthorough, respectful, sensitive and appropriately funny!”

“Excellent...Insightful ... 7 Dirty Words deepens Carlin's posthumous memoir by putting his evolution in
context. Sullivan deftly mixes quotes from Carlin's friends, rivals, protégés, collaborators and employers
with impeccably researched overviews of trends in radio, TV, the record industry and the nightclub circuit.
Theresult is at once an engrossing account of Carlin's life that rarely lapses into hero worship, and a highly
readable survey of 20th century popular culture, stretching from the last gasp of vaudeville during the
Depression through the rise of premium cable and the Internet. No matter how much you know, or think you
know, about American show business, you'll still learn alot from this book. The sections dealing with the
‘dirty words' case are especialy good.”

Foreword, July/August 2010
“Sullivan does far more than just record a period in American history when free speech was under assault.
Hetells the story of one of our funniest and sharpest comedic minds.”



Buffalo News, 7/18/10 (Editor’s Choice)
“Makes its own key contribution to the history of show business...Sullivan is so eloquent and lucid...A very
wise and very good book.”

About the Author

James Sullivan is aregular contributor to the Boston Globe. He previously served as the pop music and
culture critic at the San Francisco Chronicle and has written for Rolling Stone and many other publications.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Butler:

This 7 Dirty Words: The Life and Crimes of George Carlin are usually reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this 7 Dirty Words: The Life and Crimes of George
Carlin can be one of several great books you must haveis usually giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed types. Beside that this 7 Dirty Words:. The Life and Crimes of George Carlin forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful
in your day task. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Allen Mullinax:

The particular book 7 Dirty Words: The Life and Crimes of George Carlin has alot details on it. So when
you check out this book you can get alot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Mcdouga makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after looking over this book.

Catherine Scott:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. Y ou
can view that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your
account is 7 Dirty Words: The Life and Crimes of George Carlin this e-book consist alot of the information
in the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up.
The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
study when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.



Lynn Jones:

As astudent exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading'sinternal or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this 7 Dirty Words: The Life and Crimes of George Carlin can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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